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FREEZEFREEZE

What’s 
Going On 

West GeorGia reGion’s monthly neWsletter FeBrUary 2014

2014 Calendar 
of events

First it was rain and now it’s snow!   
We've certainly had a long winter.  Not to worry though, it will make the springtime 
in our old cars all the more enjoyable and appreciated.

Liz and I missed the January event as we were out of town.   Glenn has a write-up and 
some minutes from the meeting at the wonderful Novak home and collection.  From 
the pictures it looks like we missed a fun time.  Speaking of Glenn he will provide a 
video presentation at this month's meeting.   Same time, same place, LaTratorria on 
the Square in Carrollton at 6:30.   Everyone think of activities they'd like include this 
year.  We'll firm up some plans for events for the rest of the year.

Fred, Mary and I were able to attend the Ga/Al Region meeting in LaGrange.   Had a 
good crowd there as well.  In the newsletter is information about the Eufaula Pilgrim-
age Tour of Homes and Car Show April 5th.  Charles Norris' letter about the GA/AL 
region's plans to attend is also included in this newsletter.

The Little Birdie overheard Fred Duncan discussing his International truck project.  
Fred is working out the bugs and we should see it this year.

Hope to see everyone Thursday evening.

Happy motoring,
Rick

Feb 22 -  19th Jordan High School Car 
Show 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM at Jordan 
High 3200 Howard Ave., Columbus, 
Ga.[Robert Harris (706)748-2819]Rain 
date3/1        
        
Mar? – American Cancer Society Ben-
efit Car Show 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
@ Pyne Road Park 4481 West Roa-
noke Rd LaGrange[Mary Davenport 
(706)668-7731]   

Mar?  – Troup County High Truck 
Raffle and Cruise In 10:00 to 2:00 @
Troup County High School 1920 Ham-
ilton Rd. LaGrange, Ga.  [Charles Nix-
on (706)298-4180 or Roy Cummings 
(706)884-1635]

Apr 4-5 - Perry Ga. 4th Spring Swap 
Meet, 8.00 to 6:00 each day. @ Georgia 
National Fairgrounds [Keith (478)662-
2267 or David (478)318-1096]

Apr 3-5 -- AACA Southeastern Division 
National Spring Meet at Charlotte Mo-
tor Speedway, Charlotte NC at NC Exit 
49 on Interstate 85.  See  www.aaca.
org/calendar/  click on brochure for 
the meet

Apr 4-6 - Trip Overnight to Eufaula 
Pilgrimage of Homes Tour and Car dis-
play on the median.  Eufaula, Al. www.
eufaulapilgrimage.com [Charles Nor-
ris] Schedule and Hotel Information 
Available

JUNE 14 - WEST GEORGIA AACA 
ANNUAL CAR SHOW AT MIKE BELL 
CHEVROLET.  RAIN DATE 6/21/14

Apr TBA   - Plains Ga. 9th Annual 
Open Car Show 8:00 to 5:00 on Main 
St. Plains Ga. [Bobby Salter (229)824-
5373] President Jimmy Carter will at-
tend.

Apr 19  -  ALAGA Annual Car Show 
@ Old Creek Town Park, Eufau-
la, Al. 8:00 to 2:30 Alabama Time 
(850)830-6787[Fuzzy Aplin cap-
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 One evening, in 1929, two young men named William Lear 
and Elmer Wavering drove their girlfriends to a lookout point 
high above the Mississippi River town of Quincy, Illinois, to 
watch the sunset.    It was a romantic night to be sure, but one 
of the women observed that it would be even nicer if they could 
listen to music in the car. Lear and Wavering liked the idea. Both 
men had tinkered with radios (Lear served as a radio operator 
in the U.S. Navy during World War I) and it wasn't long before 
they were taking apart a home radio and trying to get it to work 
in a car.    But it wasn't easy: automobiles have ignition switches, 
generators, spark plugs, and other electri-
cal equipment that generate noisy static 
interference, making it nearly impossible 
to listen to the radio when the engine was 
running.    
 One by one, Lear and Wavering 
identified and eliminated each source of 
electrical interference.  When they finally 
got their radio to work, they took it to a 
radio convention in Chicago.    There they 
met Paul Galvin, owner of Galvin Manufacturing Corporation.  
He made a product called a "battery eliminator", a device that 
allowed battery-powered radios to run on household AC cur-
rent.    But as more homes were wired for electricity, more radio 
manufacturers made AC-powered radios.    Galvin needed a new 
product to manufacture. When he met Lear and Wavering at the 
radio convention, he found it.  He believed 
that mass-produced, affordable car radios had 
the potential to become a huge business.  
 Lear and Wavering set up shop in Gal-
vin's factory, and when they perfected their 
first radio, they installed it in his Studebaker.    
Then Galvin went to a local banker to apply 
for a loan. Thinking it might sweeten the 
deal, he had his men install a radio in the 
banker's Packard.    Good idea, but it didn't 
work – Half an hour after the installation, the 
banker's Packard caught on fire. (They didn't 
get the loan.)    
 Galvin didn't give up. He drove his 
Studebaker nearly 800 miles to Atlantic 
City to show off the radio at the 1930 Radio 
Manufacturers Association convention.    Too 
broke to afford a booth, he parked the car out-
side the convention hall and cranked up the radio so that passing 
conventioneers could hear it.  That idea worked -- He got enough 
orders to put the radio into production.  

WHAT'S IN A NAME 
That first production model was called the 5T71.    Galvin decid-
ed he needed to come up with something a little catchier.  In those 
days many companies in the phonograph and radio businesses 
used the suffix "ola" for their names -  Radiola, Columbiola, and 
Victrola were three of the biggest.  Galvin decided to do the same 
thing, and since his radio was intended for use in a motor vehicle, 
he decided to call it the Motorola.  
 But even with the name change, the radio still had problems: 
When Motorola went on sale in 1930, it cost about $110 unin-
stalled, at a time when you could buy a brand-new car for $650, 
and the country was sliding into the Great Depression. (By that 
measure, a radio for a new car would cost about $3,000 today.)    
 In 1930, it took two men several days to put in a car radio 

-- The dashboard had to be taken apart so that the receiver and 
a single speaker could be installed, and the ceiling had to be cut 
open to install the antenna.  These early radios ran on their own 
batteries, not on the car battery, so holes had to be cut into the 
floorboard to accommodate them.   The installation manual had 
eight complete diagrams and 28 pages of instructions.  Sell-
ing complicated car radios that cost 20 percent of the price of a 
brand-new car wouldn't have been easy in the best of  times, let 
alone during the Great Depression –  Galvin lost money in 1930 
and struggled for a couple of years after that.  But things picked 

up in 1933 when Ford began offering 
Motorola's pre-installed at the factory.    
 In 1934 they got another boost when 
Galvin struck a deal with B.F. Goodrich 
tire company to sell and install them in 
its chain of tire stores.    By then the price 
of the radio, with installation included, 
had dropped to $55. The Motorola car 
radio was off and running (The name of 
the company would be officially changed 

from Galvin Manufacturing to "Motorola" in 1947).   In the 
meantime, Galvin continued to develop new uses for car radios.  
In 1936, the same year that it introduced push-button tuning, it 
also introduced the Motorola Police Cruiser, a standard car radio 
that was factory preset to a single frequency to pick up police 
broadcasts.    In 1940 he developed the first handheld two-way ra-

dio -- The Handy-Talkie – for the U. S. Army.  
A lot of the communications technologies 
that we take for granted today were born in 
Motorola labs in the years that followed World 
War II.    In 1947 they came out with the 
first television for under $200.    In 1956 the 
company introduced the world's first pager; in 
1969 came the radio and television equipment 
that was used to televise Neil Armstrong's first 
steps on the Moon.    In 1973 it invented the 
world's first handheld cellular phone.   To-
day Motorola is one of the largest cell phone 
manufacturers in the world.    And it all started 
with the car radio.  

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO the two men 
who installed the first radio in Paul Galvin's 
car?    Elmer Wavering and William Lear, 

ended up taking very different paths in life.   Wavering stayed 
with Motorola.  In the 1950's he helped change the automobile 
experience again when he developed the first automotive alterna-
tor, replacing inefficient and unreliable generators.  The invention 
lead to such luxuries as power windows, power seats, and, even-
tually, air-conditioning.  Lear also continued inventing.  He holds 
more than 150 patents.  Remember eight-track tape players?  Lear 
invented that.    But what he's really famous for are his contribu-
tions to the field of aviation.  He invented radio direction finders 
for planes, aided in the invention of the autopilot, designed the 
first fully automatic aircraft landing system, and in 1963 intro-
duced his most famous invention of all, the Lear Jet, the world's 
first mass-produced, affordable business jet. (Not bad for a guy 
who dropped out of school after the eighth grade.)   

Sometimes it is fun to find out how some of the many things that 
we take for granted actually came into being! AND it all started 
with a woman's suggestion!!  

HISTORY OF THE CAR RADIO
Seems like cars have always had radios, but they didn't.
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15

We
Are 
ONLINe

Check us out
http://www.westgeorgiaaaca.org

AACA - Snacks and a Show at the Novaks attending the slide show of 
classic Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars.
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APRIL 5, 
2014
11 AM 

to
4:00 PM 

49th Eufaula Pilgrimage Tour

• Car exhibitors receive ten tickets to view Historic Homes for $20 
    (a 70% percent discount and a $50 saving)

• On stage “show and tell” period for you and your car, an auction will be available. 
Contact below for current auction inventory.

1st, 2nd & 3rd Place Trophies for Best of Show 
chosen by experts, you the exhibitors. 

Free registration prior to April 1, 2014, $10 dollars thereafter.
Google us at “Eufaula Pilgrimage Classic Car Show” 

and read about us on www.oldride.com
Contact for info and to register: mroybruce@msn.com               Telephone: 630-303-4740 

Eufaula, Al

(Leave Name, Address, telephone, car description. A brochure will be returned to you explaining Pilgrimage and Car show)  

MEMORANDUM
FROM:  CHARLES NORRIS, GA/AL AACA REGION
RE:  EUFAULA PILGRIMAGE TOUR AND CAR SHOW
 
 I have received a notice of a car show to be held in Eufaula on the weekend of the Eufaula Pilgrimage Homes tour.  
It is being organized by the ALAGA Club in Eufaula and it gives us several advantages for that weekend.
  First, registration is free if you contact them and register before April 1!  Second, if you are registered in the car 
show then tickets to see 10 homes are only $20.  This whole event ticket is normally $70. (see attached flyer).
  My suggestion is that if you are even thinking about going, then register before April 1
It is free and if you decide not to go it will not matter.
  Lynn and I and a few others are planning on going down Friday afternoon and spending the night.
There is a night time tour of homes and a small show on Friday night.
We will be staying at the Quality Inn and if you want to stay there let me know, we will give you the information.
  Alternately, if you do not have time to spend two days there, you could come down Saturday morning.
Then put your car in the show, get your tickets and tour the homes that day.  If you are thinking about going just let me 
know and I will keep a list.  Contact me by email sethnor@mindspring.com
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antique auto Club of ameriCa West GeorGia reGion
treasurer’s report 12/31/13

Bank balance at 12/05/13 $1959.45
Check to Toys for Tots of West Georgia ($500.00)
Check to Hickory Level Hound Rescue ($500.00)
Annual dues paid $30.00
Current total $989.45

 

ANTIqUE AUTO CLUB Of AMERICA WEST GEORGIA REGION
MEETING NOTES fROM JANUARy11, 2014

Meeting called to order by Vice President Glenn Novak at 2:30 pm as President Rick Horne was absent.

Glenn reported the balance in the club treasury as Treasurer Gary Moyses was absent, and indicated that two 
$500 checks were given to charities, and photos were taken.

Treasurers report and minutes of last meeting were approved.

Old business included discussion of our annual car show and the date is set for June 14th with rain date of June 
21st.  These dates avoid conflicts with the Streetside Classics car show on June 7th. We will want to definitely 
settle at our February meeting on either Mike Bell Chevrolet again for 2014 or move to a location near the Car-
rollton Square.  Charles Norris urged us to get the flyers done and ready to begin distribution in March, and also 
to run one or more ads in the monthly newsletter called “Ragtops & Running Boards.”  We may wish to pay Joe 
Hester, editor, to run us a larger display ad to get attention.

New business included discussion of several upcoming events of interest to our club.  We will tour to Eufala, AL 
April 4-5 and spend the night, see a play there, and tour the old mansions in town.  Charles Norris will provide us 
more details on the times and suggested lodging.

We will again have a car show and cruise in at Lowell Opry House on Saturday, September 6th.   Bill Hearnburg is 
today attending a meeting of the classic T-bird club in Covington to try to recruit some of these folks to come out 
here for this event.  He will report to us later with more details.

Our Tri-Club picnic will be on Saturday, October 25th at the Duncan’s church in Roopville and we will host the 
event.  This is the week after the Golden City car show so we all can attend both with no conflict.

Charles Norris invited us to attend the LaGrange chapter event planning meeting on January 18th.  He also of-
fered to publicize all of our upcoming events in the LaGrange AACA newsletters and emails so that we may have 
a chance at larger attendance.

Glenn reminded the club members to pay their national and local dues.

Meeting adjourned at 3 pm and a slide show and refreshments followed.

Submitted by Glenn Novak, acting secretary.


