
1

West GeorGia reGion’s monthly neWsletter February 2017

 We had a great turnout at our January meeting, with 23 members in attendance, maybe a record! 
That is an excellent start for the new year so let’s keep it up, gang. 
 Thanks to Johnny Waters for his very interesting program on geological research in Mongolia.  His 
slides were something you will not see every day. We got a good idea of how remote this part of our 
world really is and what the team’s all-terrain vehicles look and perform like. Let Geoff or Johnny know if 
you would like to do a program for us.
 February’s program will be presented by a guest speaker, Mr. Ted Merriss.  He will talk about our 
wonderful Trinka Davis VA Hospital in Carrollton and his own personal involvement with a special fund 
for needy local veterans.  We may wish to consider his fund as a possible recipient of our annual dona-
tion program.
 Bill Hearnburg presented a donation check from our club in January to Sherri Bozardt, Advance-
ment Officer for Thornwell Children’s Home.  You will remember we voted on and approved the dona-
tion at our January meeting.  Look for a photo in the newspaper.
 Rick Horne is looking into a garage hop for us and our friends in the Golden City Cruisers to see 
the car collection of Jack and Drena Miller.  The Millers are Life Members of AACA and just recently 
joined our West Georgia Region.  We wish to welcome them into our group and hope to meet them 
soon.  The event will likely be on a Saturday morning and take us to Fayetteville where we will see their 
wonderful car collection.  Stay tuned for details.
 Hope you enjoy the short articles in this issue which cover the AACA Reliability Tour and the Hilton 
Head Concours, both of which Debbie and I attended in November.  A full-blown slide show will follow at 
one of our club meetings coming up soon.  
 Anyone who has not paid their $15 local dues should send them along to Gary Moyses at 203 
Scenic View Lane, Carrollton 30116. Or you may bring a check or cash to our next meeting.
Our next regular dinner business meeting is once again at American Pie at 6:30 pm on February 2nd. 

Hope to see you all there.

Enjoy the Ride!
Glenn

President's Message
February 2017 

What’s 
Going On 

2017
Calendar 
of events

Feb 3-5 –  41th  Annual Moultrie 
Georgia Swap Meet,@ Spence 
Field 8:00 to 6:00 each day. $10 
per day at the gate. See www.
moultrieswapmeet.com (888)686-
2102.

Feb 23-25 – AACA Winter Meet 
in Ocala Florida, Hosted by the 
Sunshine State Regions @ National 
Parts Depot, 900 SW 38th Ave., Ocala 
Fl. & College of Central Fl See  
www.aaca.org/calendar/  click on 
brochure for the meet

Mar 18? -  Piedmont Throttle Kings 
9th Annual Car Show 8:00 to 1:00 @ 
Fagan Park Downtown, Piedmont 
Al. [Jimmy (256)282-3292] Ricky 
McConnell

Mar 25 - 4th Annual Masonic Car 
Show 10:00 to 3:00 @ 610 South 
Gilmer St. Lanett Al. [Willard 
Eason (706)773-6572 or Jack Wood 
(334)710-9304]

Mar 31 -   Perry Ga. 8th Spring Swap 
Meet, 8.00 to 6:00 each day. @ 
Georgia National Apr 1  Fairgrounds 
www.perryswapmeet.com [Keith 
(478)662-2267]

Mar 31 -   Eufaula Pilgrimage of 
Homes Tour and Car Show. Pre-
registration is  Apr 2 free, after April 
1 it is $10. Car show participants get 
70% discount on home tour tickets. 
Eufaula, Al.www.eufaulapilgrimage.
com [Bruce Mathias  (630)303-4740]

Apr 6-9  - AACA Southeastern 
Division National Spring Meet 
at Charlotte Motor Speedway, 
Charlotte NC at NC Exit 49 on 
Interstate 85. See  www.aaca.org/
calendar/  click on brochure for the 
meet

Apr 8? -  20th Annual Lafayette Day 
Car Show, 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM @ 
Lafayette Square       in Lafayette 



by Glenn Novak

 Every autumn special things happen at Hilton Head 
Island, South Carolina. This year was no different as the 
weekend of November 5-6, 2016 saw the 15th annual 
Motoring Festival and Concours d’Elegance.  Despite 
the devastation brought to the area by Hurricane Andrew 
earlier in the year, the seasoned and dedicated staff 
overcame several huge obstacles and gave spectators and 
participants an outstanding and memorable event this year.
 Saturday was Car Club Day with many local and 
regional car club members displaying and parking their 
fine collector cars together in small and large groups.  
Foreign sports cars seemed to be in abundance, with many 
outstanding Porsches, Jaguars, Mercedes and Ferraris 
present.  Jeff Lane brought out several of his cars from his 
collection in Nashville, including a restored Tatra and his 
recreation of the famed Dymaxion. Weather was great and 
crowds large and the public was encouraged to cast their 
votes for favorites.
 Weather was equally perfect on Sunday for the 

Concours and the grounds began to fill early with the full 
classics and several special collections and exhibits.  In 
addition to the many finely restored examples of pre-
War cars such as Cadillacs, Bentleys, Pierce-Arrows, 
Cords, Rolls-Royces, Packards and such, show organizers 
put together a very nice display of pristine examples of 
American cars from the class of 1956, showcasing vehicles 
such as the Thunderbird, Chrysler, and Continental Mark II.  
An exhibit of cars used in recent Hollywood films attracted 
much attention, and several local exotic car dealerships 
brought out their very best and most expensive examples to 
wow the public.
 With the large group of brass-era cars in town getting 
set for the start of the Reliability Tour on Monday morning, 
the car show organizers were happy to set aside a large 
chunk of real estate for the special display of about two 
dozen of these great pre-1916 vehicles.  Debbie and I 
enjoyed looking at the cars as they towered over the 
spectators, and we heard many stories of their acquisition 
and restoration.  It would later be fun to see many of them 
later that day as they made their way out of Hilton Head 

Hilton Head island 
Motoring Festival 2016



and took the back roads up to Savannah to get set for the 
week of touring to follow.
 There was one piece of bad news on Sunday that 
resulted in excitement and dismay, and much more about 
it can be found by doing an internet search.  No humans 
were hurt, but the one-off Bohman & Schwartz-bodied 
1938 Packard removable hardtop four door convertible 
sedan model 1605 owned by famed collector Ralph Marano 
slipped out of gear and rolled down an embankment into a 
small lake (reported by a local observer to be populated by 
alligators) behind a parked row of other full classics.  Only 
the top was visible just below the surface of the water when 
we arrived at the scene. It took hours and the teamwork 
of a scuba diver and wrecker service to extract this unique 
vehicle from the water and bring it back up onto dry land 
where a rollback awaited the elegant but soggy motorcar.  
No word yet on whose head is going to roll on this 
accident, but it sure got a lot of attention from the helpless 
spectators who watched it all happen in shock.
 Combining this great two-day car show with the 
Reliability Tour during the first week of November was a 

special treat for Debbie and me.  It is very unlikely the two 
events will ever again coincide, and the organizers who 
planned each are to be commended for working together for 
the benefit of all. If you have never been to the Concours 
at Hilton Head Island, I would strongly recommend it. It is 
on a par with Pebble Beach and Amelia Island and is both 
closer and a lot less expensive.

February birthdays       
10th  Nelda hummel

14th  Geoff Fleck



1939 Bentley 4 1/4 litre Overdrive 1939 Rolls-Royce Wraith

1933 Dymaxion Camper

V-16 Cadillac 1936 Cord 812



1928 Isotta Fraschini TIPO 8A SS Boattail Speedster
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Ralph Murano's Packard taking an unexpected bath.  YIKES!   ALWAYS SET YOUR EMERGENCY BRAKE AND PUT IT IN GEAR!



By Glenn Novak

 Every two years the AACA and the Horseless Carriage 
Club of America jointly host the Reliability Tour.  Limited 
to vehicles 1915 and older, this tour moves around the na-
tion to allow club members from all of our states to eventu-
ally participate.  This year the event was held in Savannah, 
GA with 53 brass-era cars present.
 Because the event actually started on November 5 in 
Hilton Head Island so the tour participants could experi-
ence the annual Concours d’ Elegance prior to the tour, 
Debbie and I decided this would be a good opportunity to 
see both.  We knew we would never again have a chance to 
see the Reliability Tour so close to home.
 We do not own a brass-era car so obviously we did not 
actually go on the tour each day, but we did get to see these 
wonderful machines on display at the Concours over the 
weekend and then again on Monday as they moved along 
the surface roads of Savannah to their first scheduled stop 

at the National Museum of the Mighty Eighth Air Force.
 This very special group of cars included Cadillacs, 
Buicks, a Pierce-Arrow, Stevens-Duryea, several REO’s, 
a sizable number of Model T Fords, and some makes that 
were quite unfamiliar to us but certainly no less interesting.  
A few cars were unrestored but very drivable; most were 
spectacular and presented very well both on the judging 
field and the highway.  The brass radiators, headlights and 
trim were stunning.  Many of the owners dressed up in pe-
riod attire which really fit the vehicle vintage well and even 
provided extra warmth in these open cars on cool touring 
mornings.
 I would recommend attending one of these tours if 
the opportunity presents itself, even if these oldies are not 
something you would want to own and preserve.  They 
can be hard work to start and to drive, but drive them they 
do, and with relish.  If nothing else, they are machines to 
marvel at and to ponder just how far we have come over the 
decades with our favorite toy, the automobile.

The 2016
ReliabiliTy 

TouR

The 2016
ReliabiliTy 

TouR
Savannah, Georgia • November 5-11
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Wade and Jeannie Smith's 1913 48-B Pierce-Arrow Runabout



antique auto Club of ameriCa West GeorGia reGion
minutes & treasurer’s report

Treasurer's reporT 01/24/2017

Club Bank Balance (11/03/2016) .................................................................... $ 2054.70
Thornwell Children's Home (charity) ............................................................($ 700.00)
Dues collected (4 members) ............................................................................... $210.00

Club Balance (01/26/17) ................................................................................... $1564.70  
    

Gary Moyses
Treasurer   

Any member still owing 2017 dues that is not planning to attend the Feb 2 meeting can mail 
their dues (payable to WGR AACA) to:  Gary Moyses at 203 Scenic View LN Carrollton GA 30116

      

MINuTES FROM JANuARY 5, 2017
I.  Meeting called to order at 7:09 p.m. by President Glenn Novak.
II.  Minutes from November 3, 2016 meeting will be approved at the February meeting since they were not available in the Greasy Rag 

for members to read prior to the January meeting. 
III. Treasurer Gary Moyses reported a current balance of $2,754.70.  Gary is now accepting $15.00 per member for our local Club 2017 

annual dues.  Gary stated that the membership roster of paid members must be turned in to the AACA National by the end of February.
IV. Old Business

A.  Glenn again thanked Rick and Liz Horne for hosting a very successful Christmas Party at their home.
B. Donations to Charities

1.  Geoff Fleck delivered a check for $700.00 to Life is Labs Rescue, Inc., which is located in Temple, Georgia.   A photo appear-
ing in the Times-Georgian of Geoff delivering the check was passed around for the membership to see.

2. Discussion of how to disperse the other two $700 donations ensued. 
3. Bill Hearnburg presented information about Thornwell Home for Children for consideration of a donation.  A motion was made 

and approved to donate $700 to Thornwell as our second charity.
4. The Club agreed to investigate further a local Veteran’s group before deciding on our last donation.  Please bring ideas and 

more information for a Veteran’s charity to the next meeting in February.
C.  The November 15th Cartersville tour to the Booth Western Art Museum had a good turnout and members enjoyed the museum 

and lunch.
D.   Bell Chevrolet AACA Car Show

1.  Our annual car show is scheduled for Saturday, June 10th at Bell’s.
2. Bill Hearnburg has invited Karen Vance to perform for us at our car show and she has accepted our invitation.
3. Liz and Rick Horne will be out of town for our annual show on June 10th, but they have agreed to act as the Show Chair Com-

mittee and perform the duties they usually do.  Liz will order dash plaques and trophies, create the flyers, and send the ad in 
to Old Cars Weekly.  There will be NO Arts/Crafts this year.  

4. There was continued discussion about relocating the heart of the show more into the shady area on the North side of the 
dealership.  Liz and Rick will meet with Zack Bell about the feasibility of doing this.

5. Greg Marshall proposed an idea to invite previous AACA Award- winning Chevys to come to our show and be a part of a spe-
cial display prominently sited on the show field.  Each participant would get a special trophy.  Greg purchased glass trophies 
at a Flea Market which he would get engraved to be awarded to each participant. 

V.  New Business
1.  Glenn mentioned we could do a tour with an overnight to the East Madison/Antibellum Trail area this Spring
2. Rick is setting up a garage hop to Jack Miller’s place in Fayettville.  The Golden City Cruisers will be included.
3. Gary Moyses stated that there is a Matrix Paint Clinic on January 19th at 6 p.m. at 220 Ave. C. in Carrollton.  Phone 

number 678-982-7820.  They handle Velspar Paint.  Walt has attended one and recommends.
VI.  Meeting adjourned.
VII. Program by Johnny Waters about his trip to Mongolia to do research with other geologists.

Respectfully submitted,
Debbie Novak
Secretary
               


