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 I hope all is going well with everyone and we look forward to seeing you soon.  Our March 
weather may be more Spring-like and some will be enjoying the old cars that may have sat up for 
a while during the winter.  But we are grateful down here to not see the ice and snow they have up 
north.  
Bring your calendars again to our next meeting at American Pie at 6:30 pm on Thursday, March 3rd 
in case we want to check dates and try to plan a tour and/or garage visit.  We have selected the date of 
June 11th for this year’s judged AACA car show at Bell Chevrolet.  June 18th is our rain date. We can 
discuss our show at our upcoming meeting and see how we all can help with the plans.  With some 
cruise nights starting up in April, we can hand out flyers.
Our website is updated now to include a few things coming up that may be of interest to club mem-
bers.  The Georgia-Alabama Region of AACA has set the date of April 9th for a tour to Hills & Dales 
Gardens in LaGrange, and we are invited to meet up with them there at 10 am. Details are on our 
website. For those wishing and able to venture further out, there is the AACA Sentimental Tour based 
around Salisbury, NC in June.
 I want to thank Geoff Fleck for presiding over our February meeting in my absence.  I also want 
to welcome Philip and Evan Block to the AACA and to our West Georgia Region.  We are glad to 
have you and hope you enjoy our company and some of the events we will plan for this year.  And 
many thanks to new members Cameron and Boyce Covert for presenting at the February meeting 
what I hear was a great slide show on the Henry Ford Museum. Please let Geoff know if you have 
ideas for a program or would like to present a talk to our club, with or without slides, after one of our 
monthly dinner meetings. 
 I am pleased to announce that our West Georgia Region has won its second consecutive AACA 
website award.  We are gratified to know that members of the National are looking at it and making 
some sense of it.  It is a useful tool for publicizing and informing our club as well as recruiting new 
members.

Enjoy the Ride!
Glenn

Mar 19 -  Piedmont Throttle Kings 
8th Annual Car Show 8:00 to 1:00 @ 
Fagan Park Downtown, Piedmont 
Al. [Steve Robertson (256)447-
3041] Ricky McConnell

Mar 19 – Hot Rods & Harleys Show 
10:00 to 3:00 @ Chattahoochee 
Harley Davidson 3230 Williams Rd. 
Columbus GA.  (706)324-4294.  

Apr 1-2 -   Perry Ga. 7th Spring 
Swap Meet, 8.00 to 6:00 each day. 
@ Georgia National Fairgrounds 
www.peryswapmeet.com [Keith 
(478)662-2267]

Apr 1-2-    Eufaula Pilgrimage 
of Homes Tour and ALAGA Car 
Show. Pre-registration is free, 
after April 1 it is $10. Car show 
participants get 70% discount on 
hometour tickets. Eufaula, Al.www.
eufaulapilgrimage.com [Bruce 
Mathias ALAGA       (630)303-
4740]

Apr 7-10- AACA Southeastern 
Division National Spring Meet 
at Charlotte Motor Speedway, 
Charlotte NC at NC Exit 49 on 
Interstate 85 See  www.aaca.org/
calendar/  click on brochure for the 
meet

Apr 16 – East Alabama Old Car 
Club Show 8:00 to 3:00 (Central 
Time Zone), 1220 Fox Run Parkway 
Opelika Al. *I-85 at Exit 62* [Buddy 
Graves (334)826-9826]    

Apr 16-17– Summit Racing 
Equipment Two Day Festival 8:00 to 
5:00 both days@           
Atlanta Motor Speedway, Hampton 
Ga.  [Janie Poteat (770)946-3955]
http://www.atlantamotorama.com/  

May ? -  Troup County Sheriff’s Car 
Show 9 to 2, @ Pyne Road Park, 4481 
West         
Roanoke Rd. LaGrange,Ga[Charles 
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 The pre-war Volkswagen was launched with much waving of 
Nazi banners as Hitler proudly announced the German “People's Car” 
with promises that never came true.  About 300,000 citizens invested 
25 million pounds in this dream, and Hitler built only 210 cars before 
turning the plant over to his war machine. 
 Today’s car is a vastly improved version which outsells all other 
cars in five European countries, and which is fast capturing new 
export markets for Germany.  Heinz Nordhoff, 55 year-old VW boss, 
says with satisfaction: “A few years ago British and French manufac-
turers were saying we didn’t have a chance. Today Morris in Britain 
and Renault in France are producing about 400 cars a day. We’re 
making 835.”
 Only six years ago the 
Volkswagen works was just 
another fragment of war 
wreckage. The vast plant in 
Wolfsourg, 100 miles west 
of Berlin, had been largely 
destroyed by Allied bomb-
Ing.  Six thousand employ-
ees were spending most of 
their time clearing rubble.  
In 1945 they produced only 
713 vehicles.  Authorities 
in the British zone offered 
what was left of the facto-
ries to anyone who would 
take it away.  Not even the Russians were interested, and their zone 
was only 10 miles away. 
 Nordhoff had trained with the German subsidiary of General 
Motors, the Adam Opel A.G., and became chief of its lorry produc-
tion plant, the biggest in Europe, during the war.  Because he had 
held this position, he was forbidden to do any job other than manual 
labor in the American zone where he lived. The 
British urged him to take over reorganization of 
Volkswagen and he reluctantly agreed. 
 Nordhoff began by sleeping in one of the 
empty offices. He adopted a “get tough” policy 
with the workers and told them that the 400 
man-hours which they were taking to produce 
one car must be cut to 100 (it has been done).  
At the same time, he organized the building of 
new homes (4,000 have been completed) and 
gave his men an extra meal per day. 
 The car itself was branded by its appear-
ance of stark austerity. The power was low, and 
the engine had a life of only 10,000 miles. Nor-
dhoff brought in new experts who redesigned every vital component, 
working on the original pre-war designs of Porsche (who made his 
reputation at the other extreme from the mass-produced Volkswagen 
building handmade sports cars). 
 The new car was quieter and more powerful, and had hydraulic 
brakes and shock absorbers. Soon, models with luxury touches were 
introduced. 
 There was still a sellers’ market, and Nordhoff brought the 
pressure of consumer demand into psychological play in the works. 
Every finished car was delivered immediately, but there were always 
big stocks of materials standing ready for use, a constant urge to the 
workers to produce faster.  Production in 1949 was more than double 
that of 1948; the 1950 figure doubled 1949’s again. 
 As more cars were sold abroad, foreign countries introduced new 
restrictions on imports. Nordhoff countered by setting up assembly 
plants in Ireland, South Africa, Belgium, Brazil, Australia, and New 
Zealand.  With a third production line coming into operation at Wolfs-
burg, his immediate target is over 1,000 cars a day.
 Heinz Nordhoff was the second son of a banker who moved his 
family from Hildesheim to Berlin when his bank failed. Heinz trained 
as an industrial engineer, and served as a private in the first World 
War.  He gained his most important experience working for Opel, 

when he had the opportunity to visit America and learn American 
sales and production methods on the spot.  Today he still does much 
travelling and last year in Africa bagged two lions. 
 One of his problems 
is the question of owner-
ship of the Volkswagen 
company which is under 
the custody of the Ger-
man Government.  Some 
of the optimists who put 
their money into Hitler’s 
Volkswagen have gone 
to law to get their money 
back; a court ruling that 
they have a legitimate 
claim is now the subject 
of an appeal by the 
company to the Supreme 
Court. 
 Nordhoff, never a 
member of the Nazi Party 
himself, feels that people 
who invested in the Nazi 
Reich should not profit 
from it. ·He thinks as 
little of Germany’s politi-
cal past as he thought of 
the original model Volk-
swagen.
 Bringing a new spirit 
into relations between management and labor, he is author of a profit-
sharing plan which is being adopted by others. He is strongly in favor 
of Germany's “co-determination” system whereby labor representa-
tives sit on boards of companies in certain industries. 
 Over 200,000 of the half million Volkswagens which have been 
produced since 1945 have been exported to over 100 countries. This 
represents vigorous competition for the world’s biggest car export-
ing country, Britain. And Britain can see the results of Germany’s 
phenomenal recovery in a dozen other export fields.
 One of the reasons for Germany's success may well be the 
tax concessions which the Government, until recently, granted to 
exporting companies. Now that this system has ceased to operate, 
the struggle is on even terms.  There are many lessons for Britain In 
Germany’s industry with its capacity for hard work at all levels its 
ingenuity in design, and in its policy of hard selling. But Britain can 
still point to Germany’s low living standard and to the fact that the 
German economy does not yet have to bear the heavy load of defense 
production. The German living standard is 15% below Britain’s, 
while wages are more than proportionally lower. As a result, Germany 
is not consuming enough goods and so not encouraging mutual trade, 
which is the main strength of the Western countries. (Only 412 of 
Volkswagen’s 20,000 employees drive the cars which they produce!)  
In its new prosperity, Germany will have to meet these responsibili-
ties.    Reprinted from March 1955
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By Glenn Novak

 On September 24, 2015 a large military convoy 
passed through Villa Rica, GA and stopped at a large 
church for an overnight rest break and a chance to 
meet and mingle with an interested public.  The area 
was packed both with convoy vehicles and drivers as 
well as spectators.
 The details of this event were in the local papers 
so people had plenty of time to learn about its his-
tory and prepare to attend this interesting and free 
event.  To condense much of the story, the convoy is 
a reconstruction by World War II re-enactors of the 
famous Bankhead Highway Convoy that travelled 
from Washington, D.C. to San Diego way back in 
1920.  Commemorating the first of many such Motor 
Transport Corps convoys across the southern states 
between WWI and WWII used to transport supplies 
and personnel, this year’s convoy took place between 
September 19th and October 17th.  Because of the size 
of the convoy, the vehicles’ top speeds and the sheer 

length of the trip, many stops were planned along the 
way.
 The event was very interesting to both savvy mili-
tary vehicle aficionados as well as the ordinary public 
just coming out to see something unusual and histori-
cal.  The group of men and women in this club, from 
all over our nation, seemed very knowledgeable and 
proudly patriotic.  They were happy to share informa-
tion about the tour and their unusual vehicles, some 
original and some restored.  It goes without saying that 
the gorgeous U.S. Navy 1941 Packard One-Sixty was 
my favorite, something easier to relate to for me than 
an Army half-track.
 The pictures tell only part of the story, but you get 
the idea.  If they are without captions, it is because I 
was not always completely sure what I was looking 
at.  There were lots of trucks, Jeeps and ambulances.  
Sorry—no tanks (maybe too tough on the Bankhead 
Highway pavement, or are they trailer queens?).

Reflections On A 
Mighty Military Convoy
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ANTIQUE AUTO CLUB OF AMERICA WEST GEORGIA REGION
TREASURER’S REPORT 2/04/16

TREASURERS REPORT 02/24/16

 Total Club Balance (02/24/2016  $678.92
 2016 Dues deposit $225.00
Treasury Total  (2/1/16)                                                                                                      $938.92
Gary Moyses
Secretary /  Treasurer

1. Called to order 7:05 pm by Geoff Fleck.

2. Minutes and Treasurer’s Report approved.

3. Discussion on Club show:
 a. June 11 agreement
 b. Rick Horne volunteered to chair the show.
	 c.	 Liz	Horne	will	prepare	a	first	draft	flyer.
	 d.	 Undecided	as	to	whether	to	include	arts,	crafts,	fleas,	and	auto	swap	spaces.		Leaning	

toward allowing since spaces generate same money as show cars.

4. Possibilities for club tours.
	 a.	 Callaway	home,	“Hill	and	Dale”,	in	LaGrange	(no	specific	date).
	 b.	 Chuck	Beck’s	workshop	with	race	cars	and	custom	projects	(possibly	March)
	 c.	 Car	museum	in	Eatonton.	(More	information	needed).
	 d.	 Concourse	show	in	Alpharetta.	(More	information	to	follow).

5. Bill Hearnburg read a letter from Danny Nixon, in support of our selection for charitable 
donations to; Wounded Warrior Garage, German Shepard Rescue, and Calvary Children’s 
Home.

6. Adjourn 7:45PM

7.	 Slide	show	of	Henry	Ford	Museum	and	Greenfield	Village	presented	by	Cameron	Covert.		
Cameron worked for the foundation after college.

MARCH 6TH   
Paul Beggs
MARCH 13TH   

Gary moyses


