
1

What’s 
Going On 

West GeorGia reGion’s monthly neWsletter auGust 2014

2014 Calendar 
of events

Aug 23 – Valley Car and Bike Show 
9:00 to 12:00 EDT @ Village Plaza, Val-
ley AL. across from Valley Walmart, 
sponsored by Shawmut Church of the 
Nazarene    

Aug 30  - Callaway Hot Air Balloon Fes-
tival 9:00 to 3:00 @ Callaway Gardens.  
See   www.callawaygardens.com/info/
calendar 

Sept 6 – Carrollton AACA Car Club Trip 
to Lowell Opry House for Cruise In and 
Music @5:00 [Glenn Novak (770)832-
6353 or Bill Hearnburg (678)378-6819]

Sept 20 – Barnesville Buggy Days, 9:00 
to 5:00 @ Main Street, Barnesville Ga. 
30204 Display and Parade. (770)358-
5884 www.barnesville.org/buggy-days

Oct 4   -- GA/AL AACA Annual Car 
Show 9:00 to 2:00@ LaGrange Mall 
1501 Lafayette Pkwy., LaGrange GA. 
[Joe McConnell]  

Oct 10-12 – 17th  Annual Cruisin the 
Coast in Biloxi, Ms. www.cruisinthe-
coast.com (888)808-1188

Oct 18 - Golden City Cruisers Yearly 
Car Show 10:00 to 3:00 @ The Mill in 
downtown Villa Rica  See www.golden-
citycruisers.com

Oct 25 -  Three Club Picnic hosted by 
Carrollton Club 10:00 to 3:00 @ Glenn-
loc Baptist Church,2807 Glenloch Rd., 
Franklin Ga.  [Freddy Duncan]

Nov 21-22 – Moultrie Fall Swap Meet 
8:00 to 6:00 each day @ Spence Field, 
Highway 133 South, Moultrie, Ga.  See 
www.moultrieswapmeet.com

AUGUST 16 - Golden 
City Cruisers 

Monthly Cruise-in 
@ The Mill Complex 
Downtown Villa Rica. 
www.goldencitycruisers.com

we'll see everyone THIS 
THURSDAY, august 6 

at American Pie ON Maple St.
Carrollton!!

The dog days of summer are here, well not exactly because it's been a temperate 
summer so far.  Most days have been good for old car touring!   Speaking of old 
car touring, our sister AACA Region, the GA/AL Region, is touring to Street-Side 
Classics this Saturday, August 9th.   They will tour through Carrollton and pick up 
any West GA Region members going along.   If you haven't been to Street-Side, or 
haven't been there lately, they have a huge inventory and it is constantly changing.  
If you can go on this tour, let Charles Norris (sethnor@mindspring.com) know so 
they'll be on the lookout for you.  The rendezvous is at 10:00 @ Intersection of HWY 
166 & Bankhead Hwy east of Carrollton.  We'll stop for lunch in Lithia Springs at 
11:00 @ Fred’s Bar B-Q on Thornton Rd or if you want to just meet us at Streetside 
Classics 213 Thornton Rd. Lithia Springs Ga. at 12:00.
 
Liz and I had a great time in Rhode Island at the Pierce Meet.  We put about 400 
miles on "Stevie" the 1930 rumbleseat coupe.   We found out you really can eat lob-
ster for breakfast, lunch, and dinner!  Can't imagine why the colonists fed lobster to 
the prisoners.  In those times it was considered junk food. 

Our Annual Lowell Opry House is around the corner on September.  Our sister club 
the Golden City Cruisers will join us, as well as the Atlanta Thunderbird Club.  As 
is his standard practice, George Britt will have fabulous Show. 

Glenn Novak has assembled a list serve for better communication for our members.   
If you haven't given Glenn your email address please do so.  It will keep you in the 
loop my better.   For those concerned about cyber security the list os for our use 
only.  Thanks Glenn and Debbie for all the hard work! 

Our August meeting will be this Thursday, August 7th at 6:30.  Location is at 
American Pie in Westover Square on Maple St. 
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 October 6, 1884, Secretary of the Navy William E. Chandler 
signed General Order 325, which began by simply stating: "A col-
lege is hereby established for an advanced course of professional 
study for naval officers, to be known as the Naval War College." 
The order went on to assign "the principal building on Coaster's 
Harbor Island, Newport, R.I."—the Newport Asylum for the Poor, 
built in 1820—to its use and "Commodore Stephen B. Luce . . . to 
duty as president of the college." Such were the humble beginnings 
of what is now the oldest continuing institution of its kind in the 
world.
 The Naval War College owes its creation to the vision and 
persistence of one man: Stephen B. Luce. In 1861, young Lieuten-
ant Luce was assigned to the faculty of the United States Naval 
Academy, which had been moved to Newport, Rhode Island during 
the American Civil War.
  While on the faculty, he realized that the naval service was 
not providing adequate training or education in many key profes-
sional areas. The Naval Academy had no text for seamanship, so 
Luce wrote one that stood as the U.S. Navy’s standard for half a 
century. As he rose in rank and widened his experience through the 
command of seven different ships—in peace and in war, under sail 
and under steam—Stephen B. Luce saw other inadequacies in the 
Navy’s professional preparation for its officers and men.
  As a commander of a fleet division, he saw that there was 
neither a procedure to exercise naval tactics nor a unit assigned 
to examine experimental tactical ideas, so he created both. At the 
same time, he saw that there was no preparatory training for enlisted 
recruits, and he established the U.S. Navy’s first recruit training sta-
tion in Newport on Coasters Harbor Island in 1883. Then, when he 
rose to be rear admiral and commander of the North Atlantic Squad-
ron, the U.S. Navy’s most senior active duty billet, Luce turned his 
attentions toward implementing a long-standing goal.
  Since the time of his combat service in the 1860s, he had real-
ized that there was no place in the Navy to study the most important 
and the central issue for a professional officer in the armed forces: 
war. His age, like ours, was a time of rapidly changing technology, 
periods that some are fond of labeling as a “revolution in military 
affairs.”
  Then as now, the main focus of naval professional life was on 
technology and science: on metallurgy, on applications of electric-
ity, on the chemistry and physics of weapons, and a host of related 
matters. Luce fully recognized and appreciated the importance of all 
these matters as fundamental to success in modern warfare, but he 
saw more clearly than many others that these were only the means 
for success in solving a broader problem that most officers ignored: 
the conduct of war itself.
  As Luce repeatedly pointed out, war is the central issue around 
which the profession of arms exists and there was then no existing 
institution where a naval officer could study it. Thus, Admiral Luce 
persuaded a reluctant Navy Department to establish the Naval War 
College in October 1884, making the name of the institution into a 
constant daily reminder to students and faculty as to the purpose and 
focus of its work.
  In creating the College’s first faculty and curriculum, Luce 
established the approach that has been renewed, refined, and reaf-
firmed over more than a century of seeking to understand war in its 
broadest dimensions. He understood that the study of war requires 
original research and scholarship to understand how wars begin, 
how wars are fought, how wars end, and how wars can be prevent-
ed.
  The highest aspects of this professional subject involved un-
derstanding governmental management, finance, decision-making, 

logistics, campaign planning and tactics, international relations, and 
grand strategy. The analytical tools for such study lay in approaches 
with which most naval officers of Luce’s time were unfamiliar: the 
social sciences and politics, history, management, and international 
law, as well as an understanding of the roles of other services and 
their approaches to war.
  To the study of these matters, Luce added a new tool for broad 
analysis: war-gaming. Luce foresaw that the College’s game boards 
could become the key tool that linked the broad analysis of political-
military issues with the burgeoning developments in current and 
future naval technologies, so he empowered Lieutenant William 
McCarty Little to innovate and to develop this area.
  Luce also sought to recruit for his early faculty military officers 
of demonstrated intellectual bent. Among those whom he brought to 
Newport was Army Second Lieutenant Tasker H. Bliss, who helped 
Luce to convene the first class of nine students at the Naval War 
College in 1885. Bliss’s participation established the precedent of 
having officers from other services on the faculty and among the 
students to broaden the perspective.  Later, Bliss made use of his 
experience in Newport when he became the first Commandant of 
the Army War College in 1901, and in 1919, when he accompanied 
President Woodrow Wilson to the Versailles peace negotiations.
  At the same time, Luce also established the precedent of having 
civilian academicians on the faculty—a practice continued today. 
With Luce’s concept for the College in place, the Naval War College 
began to make the contributions that established its reputation dur-
ing the century and a quarter that has followed.
 The student body gradually grew, and soon, the College had 
its first students from foreign navies. Officers from Sweden in 1894 
and from Denmark in 1895 presaged by 60 years the more compre-
hensive international programs we have today.
 Most famous of all the College’s contributions, Captain Alfred 
Thayer Mahan’s lectures on the influence of sea power in the 1880s 
and early 1890s provided the basis that created an understanding of 
naval strategy. Mahan’s War College lectures, eventually published 
in book form as Influence of Sea Power Upon History, 1660–1783, 
influenced naval thinking around the globe and for decades to come.
  Another groundbreaking thinker was Captain Charles H. Stock-
ton, who published in 1900 the first code of international law for 
naval operations; within a decade it became the focus for interna-
tional discussions and a basis for the modern law of naval warfare. 
Officers at the Naval War College played a key part in creating the 
country’s first contingency plans for war, some of which were used 
in the Spanish-American War in 1898.
  In the early years of the 20th century, the Naval War College 
was the principal engine behind the creation of operational naval 
doctrine and the innovation of an operational staff to support flag of-
ficers at sea.In addition, the College was the wellspring for the long-
term movement that led to the creation in 1915 of a Chief of Naval 
Operations, with his shore-based naval staff, to advise government 
leaders in Washington and to give the Navy the professional uni-
formed leadership it had not previously had.
 The College continues to serve the Navy and the nation through 
its efforts toward mission accomplishment. It conducts eight major 
in-residence academic programs involving U.S. and international 
military officers, senior U.S. and international enlisted leaders, and 
U.S. government employees. It has five major non-resident pro-
grams, one blended education program, and three distance learning 
programs. These seventeen programs now reach more than 30,000 
individuals and about 4,000 of those students are involved with 
intermediate-level education through one of the College's five pro-
grams.

Pierce-Arrow Society members
learn history of U.S. Naval War College
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The Pierce-Arrow Society stopped to visit the Naval War College at Naval Station Newport.  

Parked at the Naval Station's marina, many students came to visit these old cars 
and their owners who later had lunch in the Officers' Club.On a late October's day in 1884, Commodore 

Stephen B. Luce, USN, was rowed from the 
flagship of the North Atlantic Squadron an-
chored off Newport to Coasters Harbor Island 
two miles north of the center of Newport, a 
site designated earlier that month by the Sec-
retary of the Navy for a new kind of college. 
Once on the island, Luce proceeded to a large 
stone building, the former Newport Asylum for 
the Poor, climbed its rickety stairs, and as he 
opened the front door solemnly announced to 
his few companions and the empty grounds, 
"Poor little poorhouse, I christen thee United 
States Naval War College."  It now is the Naval 
War College Museum.
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2014 Pierce-Arrow Society Meet - wArwick, rhode iSlAnd

Rick and Liz's passengers for the day!  Joe and Debra 
Malone from Colorado.

After visiting "The Breakers", Liz dropped in on the 
Vanderbilt's next door neighbors

Members heading to the tavern for the lunch stopOcean House Hotel aka Watch Hill

Yep, it was lotsa lobsta!Driving through the countryside of pretty Rhode Island
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We now have a 
Club Member "Listserv"

What does that mean to YOU?
You can now send a message to 

ALL club members subscribed by 
using the email address: 

aacawga@googlegroups.com
You will also receive the message of any 

other club member who sends messages of 
interest to the Club out using this address.

Special Thanks to Debbie & Glenn Novak 
for getting this DONE!

Email our members and stay 
in touch with all your AACA 

pals!  Send messages, 
announcements and more!

Cornelius Vanderbilt built "The Breakers" in less than 2 
years.  Over 1000 workers did the job.

1918 48-B-5 7-Passenger Touring from Massachusetts

Ahoy!  Heading through security gate at Naval Station 
Newport (you can see that we'd turned the AC on!)

1909 48 Horse Power Double Roadster from New York
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1910 Series 66-QQ 7 passenger touring from Massachu-
setts.  You can see how BIG this car IS!

1911 4-Cylinder Pierce motorcycle from Rhode Island.  
The frame is the fuel tank.

1936 1602 Club Sedan from Massachusetts1930 Model B Sport Phaeton from Connecticut

1897 Ladies' Chain Drive Pierce Bicycle from Connecti-
cut barn find

1923 Series 33 Touring travelled all the way from Hous-
ton, Texas

2014 Pierce-Arrow Society Meet - wArwick, rhode iSlAnd
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antique auto Club of ameriCa West GeorGia reGion
treasurer’s report 12/31/13

bank balance at 05/0114 $1079.45
deposits in may (Trophy sales & 1 membership) $165.00
expenses in may (Website domain renewal) $18.17
deposits in June (Car Show & 2 new members) $1989.00
expenses in June 
  Trophies $321.00
  Door Prizes $96.14
  AACA duestransfer for two new members $36.00
  Dash Plaques for car show $146.00
Current treasury balance 07/01/14  $2616.14

West Georgia Region AACA Hosts
AnnuAl 

Tri-Club PiCniC
October 25

More information at
www.westgeorgiaaaca.org


