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WEST GEORGIA REGION’S MONTHLY NEWSLETTER SEPT 2017

What’s 
Going On 

2017
CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS

Sept 15-17 -  Barnesville Buggy 
Days Auto Display & Parade, 8 to 
2 in downtown  B a r n e s v i l l e 
Ga., Tim Cherry (706)358-2789  
[Frasier Crenshaw]

Sept 30  – 10th Annual Cruisin the 
Oldies Car Show 11:00 to 5:00 @ 
Main Street, Senoia,   Ga. (770)599-
8182 www.enjoysenoia.com 

Oct 3-8 – 20th  Annual Cruisin 
the Coast in Biloxi, Ms. www.
cruisinthecoast.com (888) 808-
1188 [Jerry Stanford]

Oct 14  - GA/AL AACA Annual Car 
Show 8:00 to 2:00@ LaGrange Mall 
1501 Lafayette Pkwy., LaGrange 
GA. [Joe McConnell]  Come Early!

Oct 21 -  Golden City Cruisers 14th 
Annual Open Charity Car Show 10 
to 3 @ The Mill,    106 Temple 
St., Villa Rica, Ga.,  Billy Glover 
(678)713-1265 or see    
www.goldencitycruisers.com 

Oct 20-21– Cruise the Smokies 
Fall Cherokee Rod Run @ Aquoni 
Expo Center  Cherokee NC www.
cherokeerodders.com  (800)438-
1601 [Ask Jerry  Stanford for info.]

Nov 4  -   Three Club Picnic 
MEETING hosted by Carrollton 
AACA Club 11:00 to 3:00   @
Glennloc Baptist Church,2807 
Glenloch Rd., Franklin Ga.  [Freddy 
Duncan     (678)234-8328]  We will 
caravan from WalMart in Lagrange 
@ 10:30

 We had a good meeting last month and covered a lot of ground.  We are grateful to Johnny Waters for his 
interesting presentation of an unusual topic:  a man who creates small, home-made submarines for deep water 
research.   
 It’s now September and maybe we will have a few cooler days this month.  July and August were hot ones!  
We have several events coming up this month for our club members to consider, and if you get any good ideas for 
something additional, let us all know through our club listserv. 
	 The	police	department	in	Newnan	is	hosting	its	first	annual	car	and	truck	show,	and	for	a	worthy	cause,	to	
benefit	the	city	of	Newnan	youth	programs,	such	as	gang	resistance	education.	The	date	is	Saturday,	September	
9th	and	the	flyer	and	registration	form	are	on	our	website.	Some	of	us	may	want	to	drive	down	there.	
There is the Cottage Landing Assisted Living collector car display in Carrollton on September 13th at 3 pm (we 
will have dinner together afterwards at a local restaurant yet to be determined). The address is 150 Cottage Ln, 
Carrollton, GA 30117, and the place is between Tabernacle Baptist Church and the back of the Kroger/Staples 
strip mall.  Our club and the Golden City Cruisers have been there in the past (the last time was May 2015). Cot-
tage Landing will sponsor a trophy for our next car show. Let me know if you are without an older car to drive.  I 
will have two extras fueled up and ready to go (only about three miles from our house). You are welcome to drive 
one if you like. 
 Of course, many of us will want to participate in the judged car shows with our friends in October in La-
Grange	and	Villa	Rica	(cooler	weather	finally).		Some	of	the	details	are	now	on	our	website.	
 Our annual picnic is November 4th in Roopville at the Glenloch Baptist Church with details to follow. This is 
the same place as 2014. Our annual Christmas Party is at the Presbyterian Church near the square in Carrollton 
on the evening of December 16th (entertainment by Karen Vance).  
 See you at our monthly meeting at American Pie on Thursday, September 7th. 

Enjoy the Ride! 
Glenn 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE ~ SEPTEMBER 2017 



by Glenn Novak

 Every year the Vintage Motor Car Club of America 
(VMCCA) puts on a number of tours for club members 
with different interests and various kinds of cars.  There 
is a Muscle Car Tour, a Convertible Tour, an Orphan Car 
Tour, a Heritage Tour, a Nickel Tour, a One-and Two-
Cylinder Car Tour, the famous Revival AAA Glidden Tour 
(alternately hosted by AACA in even-numbered years), 
and the Chrome Glidden Tour.  This is the story of our 
experiences on the VMCCA Chrome Glidden Tour held 
this year from July 9-14, with the hub being in Roanoke, 
VA. 
 This was our first experience taking an older car out 
for a tour of some distance, and hopefully will not be our 
last.  We picked a tour that was not too far away since 
we would be driving both ways and not trailering, and 
one that was open to the later-model cars.  The Chrome 
Glidden started in 1982 to give members with the newer 
cars a chance to have a touring opportunity similar to 
the Glidden, which is Pre-War only and strictly enforced.  
Unknown to me at first, the Chrome is not strictly Post-
War and there is indeed some overlap.  Any car or truck 

from 1935 up until 25 years old is eligible.  Because it was 
July in the South, we drove our 1964 Buick Wildcat with 
working air conditioning.  It was far from the oldest car 
there (there was a 1938 Chevrolet) or the newest (several 
from the late 80’s).  I would estimate our Buick was 
somewhere near the median age as there were lots of cars 
from the ‘50’s and ‘60’s rolling along each day.  We were car 
number 48 of 100 vehicles on this tour.  It closes each year 
at 100.

DAY 1 (SUNDAY, JULY 9)
The first day everyone just checks in and hangs out.  Most 
of the people know each other and go on many tours each 
year.  I think some of them are on the road more than they 
are home.  This club is known as The Touring Club.  They 
have no car shows.  They enjoy looking at each other’s cars 
but are not obsessed with vehicle condition and seem to 
have little interest in awards or trophies.  But the cars are 
very nice, no junkers.  Many were trailered, but these were 
not really trailer queens.  They are eminently drivable.  
There was an opening banquet with announcements and 
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Glenn Novak on the 2017 VMCCA/AACA Chrome Glidden Tour



introductions, and we dined with some very kind and 
friendly people.  We knew no one when we arrived.  As 
first-timers, we were known as Freshmen and would 
hopefully graduate later.

DAY 2 (MONDAY, JULY 10)
It was the first day of touring.  It was very hot.  Every day 
was very hot.  Most cars did not have AC.  Some cars had 
their convertible tops down.  No power steering or power 
brakes either, many with stick shift, bias-ply tires.  These 
are rugged people, seasoned veterans.  This is how we used 
to travel in the good ole Fifties.
Our first day of driving took us on some very narrow and 
winding rural roads and it was a bit scary.  These were full 
of nice scenery but were one-lane and two-way with blind 
curves everywhere.  It kept you awake.  We all appreciated 
the kindness and savvy of the few locals we encountered 
on the way up.  They knew the score and drove slowly and 
pulled over on the very small shoulders they must have 
been used to using all year long.

We visited the Antioch Church of the Brethren and 
displayed all of our cars while having a coffee and donut 
break.  From there we drove to the Ferrum College’s Blue 
Ridge Institute & Museum for a tour of the reconstructed 
farm and bluegrass music museum.  After a picnic lunch 
right there, the tour headed to the Martinsville Motor 
Speedway and the Wood Brothers Racing Museum.  It was 
a long day with lots to see and do.

DAY 3 (TUESDAY, JULY 11)
Our group toured from the hotel to the small town of 
Bedford, VA for a guided tour of The National D-Day 
Memorial, which is a wonderful tribute to American and 
Allied service personnel who were part of the famous 
invasion forces at Normandy.  After a very nice lunch at 
the Oakwood Country Club, our 100 old cars made the 
drive to Poplar Forest, the retreat home and grounds of 
Thomas Jefferson.  We had a guided tour there 
and also a staged photo op of each car parked in 
front of this restored mansion, an historically 
important architectural work in progress.

DAY 4 (WEDNESDAY, JULY 12)
The wagon rides through Safari Park were a 
highlight of the very hot fourth day of touring.  
Guests got up close and personal with elk, 
bison, llamas, Watusi bulls and other large 
and hungry mammals roaming around the 
huge park.  After lunch in Glasgow and a stop 
at Natural Bridge, travelers had time to get 
cleaned up for the ice cream social at the hotel, 
Freshmen Recognition, and poolside Hawaiian 
fire dancing.

DAY 5 (THURSDAY, JULY 13)
No tour is complete without a visit to a local 
winery and some small town cruising and 
shopping.  This was the day for both, as we 
stopped first at the Chateau Morrisette Winery 

for tours and tastings, followed by an outdoor lunch right 
there under a large tent with entertainers performing 
oldies from the 60’s and 70’s.  The quaint town of Floyd 
was a very nice stop on the way back to the hotel as it 
contained many interesting antique shops and very old 
general stores, not to mention ice cream parlors.

DAY 6 (FRIDAY, JULY 14)
Most of our tour days were 100 miles plus, but our final 
day took us just a bit south of the hotel and into downtown 
Roanoke.  We toured the Virginia Transportation Museum 
and looked at old trains, planes, cars and trucks, then took 
the shuttle bus provided over to the Coca-Cola bottling 
plant for about an hour guided tour.  It was lunch on our 
own and an afternoon free to visit any number of Roanoke 
attractions (we spent an hour at the local pinball museum 
and arcade).  That evening was the closing dinner in the 
hotel ballroom with some awards presented and future 
tours announced and promoted.  Club members said 
goodbye and a few hit the road that night.  Most spent 
that one final night getting some rest for those long drives 
back home during the next several days.

All in all, it was a very good experience and we got to meet 
many very nice people who shared their love of touring 
in their old cars and seeing many different parts of our 
nation.  Many talked about tours of the past, and others 
told us of their plans for the rest of 2017 and into 2018.  
We were thankful that our health allowed us to go on this 
tour, and happy that we put 1566 miles on the car from 
start to finish without any problems at all.  Maybe we 
will be able to participate again in the future.  The AACA 
Sentimental Tour is in Natchez, MS in November of 2018 
and I can already hear the beckoning calls of another 
hundred cars or so, this time from 1928 through 1958.  

Anyone interested?



Coffee Break at the Antioch Church of the Bretheran in Rocky Mt. Virginia Blue Ridge Farm Museum woman demonstrates making butter in 1800.

Blue Ridge Farm Museum typical of 1800 Virginia-German farmstead Watusi Bull at the Virginia Safari Park located in Natural Bridge Virginia

A warm welcome as we arrived at the hotel
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Thirty-four Virginia National Guard soldiers from Bedford, Virginia were part of D-Day. Nineteen of them were killed during the first day 
of the invasion, and four more died during the rest of the Normandy campaign. The town and the "Bedford Boys" had proportionately 
suffered the greatest losses of the campaign, thus inspiring the United States Congress to establish the D-Day memorial in Bedford.

Owner of this 1931 Cord Cabriolet is from Hudsonville Michigan Tour of the Chateau Morrisette Winery in Blue Ridge Parkway.



Poplar Forest was Thomas Jefferson's plantation in Bedford County, Virginia.  Jefferson operated Poplar Forest primarily as 
a tobacco plantation.  Working from his own designs, Jefferson began building the one-story, brick house and octagonal in 
shape. Pedimented porticoes on each side and the interior design called for four elongated octagons surrounding a central 
square. Construction was nearing completion when Jefferson's presidency ended in 1809. Throughout his retirement years, 
Jefferson would make Poplar Forest his personal retreat from the busy, crowded scene at Monticello.

Tour members admiring the beautiful view of the Blue Ridge Parkway.

Train yard at the Virginia Transportation Museum in Roanoke

September 14



ANTIQUE AUTO CLUB OF AMERICA WEST GEORGIA REGION
MINUTES & TREASURER’S REPORT

Submitted by: 
Debbie Novak - Secretary
                

Minutes from August 3, 2017
I.  President Glenn Novak called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm and welcomed Paul Fleck to our meeting as our only guest this 

month.  Glenn recognized our birthday folks for August: Rick Horne, Bill Hearnburg, Frank Hummel, Johnny Waters, Jim Nichols, 
Glenn Novak.

 1.  The July 6, 2017 meeting minutes were approved by unanimous voice vote.
 2.  Gary Moyses gave the Treasurer’s Report and stated that our current balance is $3027.34
II. Old Business
	 Rick	reported	that	Zack	Bell	is	definitely	interested	in	continuing	to	host	our	annual	car	show	and	even	stated	he	would	be	

pleased to have two each year.  He is very happy with the show.  We will keep our show there with a date for 2018 to be 
determined later.  Members also discussed related ideas such as a meet or show booklet with paid ads, sponsored T-shirts, etc.

 There was no other old business.
III. New Business
 1.  Glenn encouraged members to start thinking of ideas for our charity recipients this year.  There is no hurry on this and no 

real need to award the money before Christmas.  It would be good if members with ideas or suggestions do an actual, brief 
presentation at a future meeting, as last year, outlining why their choice might be a good candidate.

 2.  Bill announced that our club Christmas Party this year will be on Saturday, December 16, 2017 at his church, the Presbyterian 
Church in downtown Carrollton just off the square.  We will discuss the event more at future meetings and by email to determine 
the details regarding food, gift exchange, program logistics, etc.  Karen Vance will provide entertainment for our party. For now, 
we want to get it on our calendars and be sure all club members know the date.  This will be an evening event.

 3.  There is a car show in Douglasville on August 26th and Liz explained that it is a worthy fundraiser for a middle school chorus.  
Organizers have invited us to come over with our old cars to support the event.  Details are on our club website, Coming Events.

 4.  The club discussed what they knew about the annual Callaway Gardens Hot Air Balloon Festival and Car Show.  Jim shared 
his knowledge of the event based on having attended in the past.  The date this year is September 2nd.  They had 297 cars 
last year and do a very popular money tree event. People wishing to park their cars under the large tent provided should arrive 
before	9	am	as	it	holds	around	50	cars	but	fills	up	early.		It	would	be	easier	to	leave	early	or	to	leave	the	beach	dome	area	for	
garden	exploration	if	the	owner	of	the	car	parked	somewhere	near	but	not	under	the	tent.		The	details	are	on	the	flyer	posted	on	
our website under Coming Events, including times and entree fees.  Use email or our listserv if you feel you want to organize a 
caravan.

 5.  We have an informal car show at Cottage Landing Assisted Living in Carrollton at 3 pm on Wednesday, September 13th.  They 
had to reschedule us from June.  We have been there in the past and the event will last about 90 minutes. They will sponsor a 
trophy for us in return for bringing out some cars to brighten the day for residents and staff. They will do publicity and run an ad 
in the paper.  Glenn will take some photos of the event to send in later to the paper to let readers know about our club. Those 
members interested will go out afterwards for a meal at a nearby restaurant to be selected.

 6.  Fred	and	Mary	confirmed	that	our	annual	Tri-Club	Picnic	this	year	will	be	at	the	Glenloch	Baptist	Church	in	Roopville	on	
November 4th.  This is the same location as in 2014 when our club last hosted the event.  It will be inside the church which has 
plenty of tables and a full kitchen in the fellowship hall.  People from all clubs will bring a dish to pass and the organization of this 
covered dish component will be handled by Debbie with the help of a software program and a listserv.  Bring your collector car if 
you can.

 Most people start arriving between 10:30 and 11:00 am to socialize and kick tires.
 7.  There was no other new business.
 8.  Our next meeting will be on September 7th.
IV. The meeting was adjourned at 7:46 pm and followed by a program on homemade submarines presented by Johnny Waters.


