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West GeorGia reGion’s monthly neWsletter mar 2018

What’s 
Going On 

2018
Calendar 
of events

Mar 24 - 6th Annual Masonic Car 
Show 10:00 to 3:00 @ 610 South 
Gilmer St. Lanett Al.  

Mar 30-31 - Perry Ga. 9th Spring 
Swap Meet, 8.00 to 6:00 each day. @ 
Georgia National  Fairgrounds www.
perryswapmeet.com [Keith (478)662-
2267]

April 6-8 -   Eufaula Pilgrimage of 
Homes Tour and Car Show. Pre-
registration is free, after April 1 it is 
$10. Car show participants get 70% 
discount on home  tour tickets. 
Eufaula, Al. www.eufaulapilgrimage.
com [Bruce Mathias]   (630)303-4740]  
Flyer Available

Apr 5-8  - AACA Southeastern Division 
National Spring Meet at Charlotte 
Motor Speedway, Charlotte NC at NC 
Exit 49 on Interstate 85 See  www.
aaca.org/calendar/  click on brochure 
for the meet

May 19 –8th Annual Armed Forces Day 
Car and Truck Show 8:00 to 2:00, @ 
National Infantry Museum 3800 South 
Lumpkin Rd. Columbus, Ga. 

JUNE 2  - Peachstate Aerodrome 
Vintage Day, 8:00 to 5:00 @ 349 
Jonathan’s Roost Rd. Williamson, 
Ga. 30292 (770)467-9490  See www.
peachstateaero.com  

June 9 - Carrollton AACA Club Annual 
Car Show, 10:00 to 2:00 at Mike 
Bell Chevrolet 1200 North Park St. 
Carrollton GA.  [Glenn Novak]  Rain 
Date - June 17 Flyer Available

Sept 1  - Callaway Hot Air Balloon 
Festival 9:00 to 3:00 @ Callaway 
Gardens.  See   www.callawaygardens.
com/info/calendar Randy Keefe 
(706)527-7373 

President’s Message

 a few days ago, i joined a pilgrimage to Coker tires in Chattanooga.  the group consisted of car enthu-
siasts from our club, the golden City Cruisers, and others who regularly meet for breakfast on thursdays at 
the trading Post in Villa rica. a formal accounting of the trip is elsewhere in the newsletter, so my comments 
are more about the journey than what we actually saw (which was spectacular). 
 Breakfast at the trading Post usually involves 20 – 25 individuals and the conversation is eclectic but 
often revolves around cars. the week before we left, breakfast discussion centered on how many vehicles to 
take, and how to get to Chattanooga.  after a lengthy discussion, we decided to take multiple cars instead of 
going together on a bus.  now everyone knows Coker tires and everyone knows where Chattanooga is, but 
the best way to get there from Villa rica was a topic of considerable debate.  taking i-20 to 285 and then to 
i-75 is a straightforward route, but a non-starter because it takes you on an out of the way loop through atlanta 
traffic.  Taking US 27 north to Chattanooga is similarly straightforward but was rejected because “it’s a long 
way from Villa Rica to Bremen to pick up 27”. Never mind that US 27 literally goes straight to Coker Tires in 
Chattanooga (at least their warehouse) and that it is a four-lane road most of the way.   The “fastest” way to 
Chattanooga involves cutting through the wilds of Paulding, Cobb, douglas, and Bartow counties to get to i-75 
on routes that are neither straightforward or four-lane.  However, there are enough permutations that everyone 
can have a favorite route that (by definition) is better than all the others.
 For the actual trip, i was one of four passengers in one of the three vehicles. after breakfast, we loaded 
into our truck and off we went.  We had three smartphones with google maps along with the truck navigation 
system.   The driver decided to “go up 61 to Cartersville” because that was his favorite route even though 
electronic guidance suggested that other routes were faster.  the plan worked well until we ran into utility 
construction and got to spend some quality time with the flagman.  Eventually, we cleared the construction, 
wound our way through Cartersville to i-75 and motored to Chattanooga with no trouble. We were within a mile 
of Coker tires when the back seat electronic guidance told us to go a different direction than did the front seat 
version. Because back seat drivers are always right, we followed their guidance and arrived – at the wrong ad-
dress. Four car enthusiasts, three smartphones, one gPs and we couldn’t get to our destination. at that point 
we were reminded that typing the correct address into your electronic gadget is important to get you where 
you want to go. 
 after that we arrived at our destination (last), bought some tires, got a fantastic tour through the Coker 
tire museum, talked to Corky Coker, had a nice lunch and returned home.  and once again, we were remind-
ed that the destination is important, but that the “Journey is the Reward”. For old car enthusiasts, sometimes 
the reward is simply getting to where you are going (and back) in one piece.   – Johnny
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The group arrived early checking out Honest Charlie's

By Nick Ware
Golden City Cruisers

 Most car enthusiasts are well aware that vintage cars often ride on tire and wheels from Coker Tire. Corky 
Coker, and before him his dad Harold, have been supplying our hobby for many years.  Without his wooden 
spoke wheels, white wall bias ply tires, A Model tires, muscle car mag wheels, Firestone Wide-O-Ovals (both 
bias ply and radial configurations), and anything else you can imagine, our hobby cars would be riding on dry 

rotted dangerous shoes. However, unless you 
have made the trip to Chattanooga, you may not 
be aware of the fabulous free museum that Corky 
maintains for the public.
 The group of 17, consisting of Golden City 
Cruisers and the Romeo breakfast folks, including 
many AACA members and their friends, and one 
spouse to keep us straight, descended on Chat-
tanooga to begin the tour. Being a bit early, most 
went next door to Honest Charley Speed Shop 
to kill some time. Real hot rodders know Honest 
Charley well. Established in 1948, “Honest” filled 
the void for post WWII hot rodders with his truck 
business at big NHRA and Indy events, and later 
his mail order business. His catalogs were illus-

West Georgia Friends Travel to 
Chattanooga ~ Home of Coker Tire
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trated with hand drawn pictures which are now famous. 
Charley got his name from the restaurant he ran around 
the corner. To make more room for patrons, Charley 
moved the cash register and simply asked each patron 
what they had as they left.  The patrons nicknamed him 
Honest Charley, and it stuck. Charley died in 1974 and 
the company continued to be operated by his partner 
until 1990 when it was forced to close. It is here that 
we find the first indication of the huge support of the 
Coker family to the Chattanooga area.  Coker bought 
the defunct building next door and re-established Hon-
est Charley in 1998. Today it sells to hot rodders like 
before, but it also serves as Coker’s main garage for 
the restoration and building of old cars.
 Coker’s museum tours are led by professionals 
with a passion for the industry. They know the cars and 

their place in history. Upon entering the Coker Tire 
lobby you are greeted with a beautiful Nyberg, built in 
Chattanooga from 1911-1913. Restored to perfection, 
it is not unlike many other cars in the Coker collection.  
But Corky doesn’t restore cars for bragging rights. His 
efforts are directed toward the historical preservation 
of these pieces of machinery. And if there is a car or 
engine that is in danger of extinction, Corky may just 
build one! On display is a replica 1911 Marmon Wasp. 

This is the car that won the inaugural Indy 500 in 1911 
and the original remains on display in Indianapolis. To 
fill the need for a modern movie shooting of the race, 
Corker was going to build a field of Indy cars. While 
exactly like the originals, these cars would not only be 
filmed, they would be driven and shown around the 
country for preservation of the sport. Shortly before 
Corky finished the car, the movie was cancelled. But 
he went on to complete the car, exactly like the original 
Wasp, which was on loan to him for measurements and 
photographs. The joke today is that the replica was so 
perfect, no one is really sure which one went back to 
Indy! Corky can be seen today driving this car in Chat-
tanooga.

 Also on display in the lobby is a replica of a Lencki 
6 Indy engine. The Lencki 6 came into prominence in 
the 1939 Indy race and was unheard of after that time, 
until Corky got his hands on the original blueprints 
and decided to rebirth the legendary engine. Not only 
did he succeed, it actually ran! Today if you are build-
ing a period correct race boat or Indy racer, Corky 
will sell you a Lencki 6 to complete the vintage look.  
But again, Corky isn’t planning a windfall of orders. 
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Rather, he has the only running Lencki 6 preserved for 
others to see and hear.
 Beside this early 30’s vintage Morgan sits the order 
desk in the lobby of Coker Tire. The photographer was 
prohibited from taking pictures of the customers at the 
desk.  …something about the privacy act. But we only 
saw two walk-up customers there. To keep their identi-
ty secure, we’ll only say their initials were Walt Smith 
and Gary Moyses. Walt and Gary took advantage of 
the “free shipping” to get several sets of tires back to 
Georgia.
 If you are still reading this article, remember that 
we haven’t even entered the museum yet! We’re still in 
the lobby! The museum is loaded with even more his-
tory from airplanes and cars, to bicycles and engines. 
Windows into the Coker machine shops bring you into 
the world of machining an aluminum wheel, or assem-
bling a wooden spoked wheel. Enjoy a few more pic-
tures as we walk through the Coker Tire museum. Oh 
yea, one more thing, when we left Coker it was time 
for lunch. We walked to the Southside Bistro, several 
doors down, for a quick bite to eat before starting our 
journey home. The food was great, but there were no 
checks. You just told the cashier what you had to eat.  
It must still be an “Honest Chattanooga” tradition.

This 1937 Packard One-Twenty is an all original, unrestored, local Chattanooga car from new

One of Honest Charley's original hotrods

The Thomas Flyer
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Rick Horne and Walt Smith getting started This car is a Buick powered Great Race car

Funeral Car Car in process

Coker Tire collection showroom Swinging Bridge

The always convivial Corky Coker chats with our 
group

Swinging Bridge
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March's 
Meeting 
Features

Terry Hart 
of 

Hart 
Chrome &

Restoration

Our speaker this month is Terry Hart of Hart’s Chrome and 
Restoration here in Carrollton.   Terry has been in the plating 

industry since he was 17 years old.  

Terry opened here in 2017 after working for a large plating and 
restoration facility in Iowa for 8 years.   Previous to this Terry 

operated his own plating shop in Austell.  Terry was flooded out 
during the great flood of 2009.  

Terry will explain the complex operations involved in re-plating 
car parts.  He will display items in before and after plating 

condition.  Let’s have a big turnout for this interesting speaker. 
                                                    - Rick Horne, VP

See you 
Thursday, 

March 1st at 
6:00

at American 
Pie ON MAPLE 

STREET!



antique auto Club of ameriCa West GeorGia reGion
minutes and treasurer's report

Minutes from February 1, 2018 Meeting
	 President	Johnny	Waters	called	the	meeting	to	order	at	7:00	pm.		There	were	several	guests	present	and	Johnny	
introduced	them	to	the	club.	They	were	Bill	and	Suzanne	Wallet	from	Atlanta	and	Victor	and	Raylene	Carroll	of	the	
Golden	City	Cruisers.
	 The	minutes	of	the	January	4,	2018	meeting	were	approved	by	voice	vote.
	 Gary	Moyses	gave	the	Treasurer’s	Report	and	there	were	no	questions	or	comments.	Club	Balance	on	1/24/2018	
was	$	747.70.		Local	club	dues	and	national	AACA	dues	are	now	past	due.		An	official	roster	report	to	AACA	will	be	
prepared	soon.		The	AACA	National	requires	it	by	March	1.

OLD BUSINESS
	 Our	annual	car	show	will	be	at	Mike	Bell	Chevrolet	once	again.		The	date	is	set	for	June	9th	as	it	seems	to	present	
the	least	chance	of	conflict	with	other	events.
	 Johnny	discussed	the	possible	future	use	of	a	Twitter	account	for	our	club	as	a	means	of	letting	interested	
members	of	the	public	know	about	us	by	receiving	postings,	or	tweets.		He	gave	us	a	demo	of	a	twitter	account	and	
answered	several	questions.		We	will	have	more	discussion	on	this	topic	at	future	meetings.		We	may	find	that	this	is	
a	useful	tool	for	recruiting	new	members.		Johnny	would	set	up	a	Club	Twitter	account	for	members	to	follow.

NEW BUSINESS
There	was	no	new	business.

The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	7:32	pm.

PROGRAM
 Rick	Horne	introduced	our	guest	speaker,	Bill	Wallet,	Vice	Chairman	and	COO	of	the	Atlanta	Concours	d’Elegance.		
Bill	explained	how	the	event	went	in	both	2016	and	2017,	and	previewed	and	promoted	the	2018	event,	which	is	
scheduled	for	September	29-30	at	the	Chateau	Elan	in	Braselton,	GA.		He	entertained	questions	and	comments	and	
invited	us	to	attend	and	bring	cars.		Interested	club	members	stayed	and	visited	with	the	Wallets	and	picked	up	copies	
of	the	2017	Concours	program,	and	promotional	license	plates	for	display	on	their	cars.

Submitted by Debbie Novak, Secretary

Treasurers reporT 02/23/2018 

Club Bank Balance (1/24/2018)  $747.70 
Dues collected $15.00 
Club Balance 1/24/2018 $762.70  

each year Club members must pay both the National membership (now $40) and local membership of $15.   
The Club secretary must turn in a list of our paid memberships to aaCa National by March 1, 2018.  Local 
memberships are $15 should be paid at the next meeting or by mail to: Gary Moyses  

203 scenic View Ln 
Carrollton Ga 30116 

(checks payable to: WGr aaCa)  

2018 Dues Are Due!


