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WEST GEORGIA REGION’S MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

What’s 
Going On 

2018
CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS

Oct 13  - GA/AL Region's 37th Annual Car 
Show 8:00 to 2:00@ LaGrange Mall 1501 
Lafayette Pkwy.,LaGrange GA. 

Oct 19-20 – Cruise the Smokies Fall 
Cherokee Rod Run @ Aquoni Expo Center 
Cherokee NC www.cherokeerodders.com  
(800)438-1601

Oct 20 -  Golden City Cruisers 1th Annual 
Open Charity Car Show 10 to 3 @ The 
Mill, 106 Temple St., Villa Rica, Ga.,  
Billy Glover (678)713-1265 or see  www.
goldencitycruisers.com 

Oct 20  - 9th Annual Heard County Lions 
Club Classic Car Show Franklin Ga. 10 to 2 
on the Square , Don Rogers (706)594-1625

Oct 20   - 33rd Annual Rotary Club Car 
& Bike Show, 8 to 2 at The Mill, Truitt St. 
Manchester Ga.  

Oct 27 – Big Bad Wolf Car Show 10 to 2 
@ 1584 Roopville Veal Rd. Roopville Ga.   
30170  [Ronnie Nation (678)787-3601]

Nov 3-4 – 31st CCCS Car Show @ 
Recreation Park Highway 9, Lineville Al. 
Contact Bob Steele (256)396-2058 for info. 
(Sat. Swap Meet – Sun. Car Show)

Nov 9-10 - Perry Auto Fest and Swap Meet 
8:00 to 6:00 each day @ Georgia National 
Fairground, Perry Ga. ,Keith (478)662-2267 
www.perryswapmeet.com 

Nov 17  -  Three Club Picnic and MEETING 
hosted by LaGramge AACA Club 10:30 to  
3:00 @ Hilyer Baptist Church, 88 Lower 
Big Springs Rd. LaGrange, Ga. 

Nov 16-17 – Moultrie Fall Swap Meet 8:00 
to 6:00 each day @ Spence Field, Highway  
133 South, Moultrie, Ga. See www.
moultrieswapmeet.com

See you Thursday, October 4 at American Pie!

Since I saw you last in July, I have flown halfway around the world, flown and driven to the 
remote reaches of the Mongolian / Chinese border, and conducted fieldwork for more than 

three weeks.  In the past, our transportation has been in Russian vans - slow, untrustworthy, 
and uncomfortable but in the end sufficient to get the job done.  This trip was different.  Our 
cook van was a Russian van and it lumbered three days from Ulaanbaatar to the field area with 
our cooks and a load of food.  The other vehicles were Korean vans and land cruisers - faster, 
more comfortable, and without incident throughout our trip.  

It's interesting how the vehicles in a third world country reflect the country's foreign policies.  
For years, Mongolia was in the Soviet sphere of influence, Mongolian soldiers fought for Russia 
in WW II, and a Mongolian cosmonaut participated in the Soviet space program. Russian vans 
were ideal for navigating the harsh Mongolian countryside.  In the early 1990s, Mongolia de-
clared its independence.  A few years later, Korean Airlines started air service between UB and 
Seoul. As the economic ties with Russia faded, they blossomed with South Korea.  Slowly Rus-
sian vans are being replaced with Korean vans.  The new vans are faster and more comfortable, 
but not as rugged as the Russian vans.  Land Cruisers (mostly used from Japan) are increas-
ingly common, a Porsche dealership has opened on the road to the airport. 

The biggest change in vehicles in the past few years, however, is the number of Toyota Priuses 
in the country.  These are all imported from Japan and are right hand drive.  One factor seems 
to be the absence of an import tax on hybrids makes them a little cheaper.  In a country where 
the average income is $300 / month, this is important.  The Priuses are everywhere in places 
where you would never think to take one - hundreds of km away from paved roads and a gas 
station.  In these circumstances, low gas consumption is more than a moral victory.  
-- 
Johnny Waters
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By Rick Horne 

 The Smiths, the Shotwells and the Hornes along 
with 20 or so other Model As went to the Rabun Gap/
Dillard Ga area for a Model A tour over Labor Day 
Weekend.  Mike and Gwyneth hosted the Tour.  Walt 
and Jennie took their 1931 Deluxe Delivery, the Sho-
twells drove their 1929 Blind Back Sedan and the 
Hornes drove Liz's 1931 Pickup truck.  As usual for 
the Shotwells, the tours and sites were all carefully 
planned and executed. 
 The weather was fabulous for an old car tour.  All 
tours are different. Some have miles and miles of driv-
ing.  Some don't offer as much driving but more site 
seeing.  The Rabun Gap/Dillard, Georgia Tour was the 
latter. 
 The main attraction of the Tour was a visit one of 
the premier auto restorers in the country, Mickey Jus-
tice.  Mickey was raised and still lives the area as well 
as running his business from the shop at his home.  In 
fact one of his current projects is the Shotwell's 1940 

Packard Convertible Coupe.  The car looks incredible - 
but I'm getting ahead of myself.  
 Our Welcome Dinner was held Friday evening at 
the Cupboard Cafe just down the street from the Gate-
way Inn, our host motel.   A good selection of meals 
was offered which is amazing considering the number 
of people in our party. 
 Saturday morning dawned a beautiful day.  All 
Model As but one fired up and were ready to roll.  We 
headed out to Mickey's Shop and home where we were 
greeted by Mickey and his wife Debbie.  Their home 
is actually just across the border in North Carolina.  
Mickey and Debbie offered a warm welcome, which 
is their custom.  He told us of his family's century old 
heritage in this Appalachian mountain community. 
 We also got a peak into how Mickey does his 
incredible work.  Mickey is a master machinist.  His 
machine shop is stocked with equipment, much of it 
older, some ancient but all this enables him to recreate 
the parts he needs for his restorations.  We got see

A WEEKEND IN THE CLOUDS.

continued on page 4



3

THE RABUN GAP-
NACOOCHEE 

SCHOOL

 Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School 
began as two schools: "Nacoochee 
Institute" and "Rabun Gap Industrial 
School."
Established in 1903 in White County, 
Georgia, the Institute's early leaders 
were Reverend Joel Wade, a Presby-
terian educational farm school and mis-
sionary, and the Reverend John Knox 
Coit who became head of the school 
and helped to develop a liberal arts cur-
riculum.
 In 1905, Andrew Jackson Ritchie 
and his wife, Addie Corn Ritchie, estab-
lished the Rabun Gap Industrial School in Rabun County, 
Georgia, to help educate and give hope to the isolated peo-
ple of the region. Students not only attended classes; they 
also worked the school farm, growing and preparing their 
food and maintaining the school's buildings, including dormi-
tories.
	 In	 the	 winter	 of	 1926,	 a	 fire	 destroyed	 the	 Industrial	
School	 main	 building	 and	 not	 long	 after,	 a	 fire	 struck	 the	
Nacoochee Institute in White County. Soon thereafter, the 
Boards of Trustees of the two schools voted to merge and 
build one larger and stronger school to be located on the 
Industrial School site and known as Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 
School.
 Since that time, Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School has 
prospered. In its early years, Dr. Ritchie's Farm Family 
program drew the attention and support of philanthropists 
such as John D. Rockefeller, Andrew Carnegie, and George 
Woodruff, as well as the Presbyterian Church. The School's 
history includes a junior college and the original home of the 
internationally	famous	Foxfire	Book	series,	which	celebrates	
and preserves the culture of the Southern Appalachian re-
gion.
 As Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School has evolved into one 
of America's premier independent boarding and day schools, 
its history and heritage continue to inspire young people 
today. Now well into its second century of service, Rabun 
Gap-Nacoochee School continues to prosper thanks to the 
dedication and vision of its founders and the solid foundation 
they built more than 100 years ago.

Source:  Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School
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continued from page 2 

Mike and Gwyneth's magnificent 1940 Packard.  It's 
ready for the upholstery shop.  There were several 
other cars in process as well.  A mid 1920s Packard 
Roadster, and a late 1950s Packard Station Wagon with 
a factory supercharger.  Mickey handles all aspects of 
restoration in house except for upholstery.  The shop 
also houses a Packard (car - not the independent wiring 
company) wiring business that his son operates.  They 
have the wiring harness blueprints for every Packard 
ever built and can supply a harness for any of them.  
Mickeys other passion is antique and vintage motor-
cycles and his collection is quite impressive. 
 After we left Mickey's shop, he went along with 
us to the Rabun Gap Nacoochee School.  Mickey is a 
graduate of the Rabun Gap Nacoochee School which is 
famous for its "Foxfire" magazines that were compiled 
into a series of books in the 1970s about the ways of 
the Appalachian mountain people.  Mickey was an edi-
tor while a student there.  His teacher realized that the 
ways of the mountain people were disappearing so the 
teacher and his students spent 15 years documenting 
the mountain life and the mountain people.  Making 
soap, slaughtering a hog, basket making, dying wool 
and more.  Mickey explained that in the mountains, if 
you didn't make it or grow it you didn't have it.
 The story of this school is fascinating.  The school's 
archivist David Grist gave us a brief but informative 
look into not only the schools history but it's interac-
tion and positive affects on the community.   Currently 
there are 650 students from all over the United States, 
day students and over 80 countries attending.  If you 

ever get in the area a visit is well worth the trip.
 After the presentation we moved to the main cam-
pus for a car show.  The School opened the show up 
to the locals as well as the students.  We all got tours 
from the students of the Art department and the new 
S.T.E.A.M building.  S.T.E.A.M. is an acronym for the 
integration of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
and Mathematics and the program offers courses and 
provides opportunities for students to apply what they 
learn in the classroom to real-world problems.  Wood-
working, Metal working, 3D printing, Remote Control 
Flights, Robotics, Agricultural engineering and Com-
puter programming.  Very talented students for sure.  
The School served us lemonade and cookies which was 
refreshing since the afternoon heat had started to rise.  
 Time to move on back to the motel.  Dinner that 
night was on our own.  Several of us went to the world 
famous Dillard House for a Labor Day seafood buffet 
special.    I've never seen so many choices.  
 Sunday morning dawned another Chamber of 
Commerce Day.  Jessie (Liz's 1931 Pickup) was misbe-
having a little on Saturday, surging and letting us know 
he wasn't entirely happy.   Altitude could account for 
some of his attitude but, I felt there was more to the 
story.   The points had closed somewhat but, the main 
culprit was rust in the carburetor bowl.  We had not had 
the carb apart since he came to live in West Georgia. 
Once these items were attended to he was back to his 
congenial self.   
Folks are always willing to help on a tour.  Thanks 
to Mark Corley for supplying a couple of fiber seal-
ing washers for the fuel line.  Since the tour, Jessie 

Our lunch stop was 12 Spies Winery where all the Model A Fords fanned out into a beautiful array.
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Part of Mickey's motorcycle collection.  From the earli-
est days of motorcycles to the 1940s

Sunday's drive was beautiful mountain country roads 
like this.

Packard Supercharged "Clipper" station wagon from the 
back tailgate.

The Packard's tail-lights were very popular with hotrod-
ders and customizers in the 1950s & 1960s

Packard Supercharged "Clipper" station wagon Packard Supercharged "Clipper" station wagon
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has been treated to a thorough carb overhaul, some jet 
resizing and he is happier than he has ever been. 
 Sunday was our long tour day.  We toured the back 
roads into the mountains of Georgia and North Caro-
lina.  We forded a small stream, actually just a slightly 
washed out road but, I thought it sounded more im-
pressive the other way.  We ended the mountain tour 
portion at 12 Spies Winery.  Anyone remember where 
the term 12 Spies originates?  We had lunch and a wine 
tasting.  I highly recommend the Sangria.   
 Back to the motel to prepare for dinner!!!!  Some-
one once said an old car tour is a crooked line between 
eating establishments.  How true but fun.  
 The closing banquet was the best meal of all.  Din-
ner was held at Andy's Trout Farm and was a tradition-
al fish fry.  These folks are Mickey's cousins and the 
trout farm is just up the road from Mickey and Deb-
bie's place.  The trout we had for dinner were swim-
ming that morning and  Lizzy believes it's the best fish 
she has ever eaten.  While there, a brief thunder storm 
came through.  We were in the clouds so it's not hard to 
understand.  After it was over, complete with a clap of 
thunder, we had a gorgeous rainbow that we could see 

from end to end.  After 65 years on this planet, that was 
a first for me and something I'll never forget. 
 Monday morning everyone said our goodbyes and 
headed home anxious for the next time we get the old 
cars out.    

Below:  Walt & Jenny Smith's blue Deluxe Delivery lead-
ing the way up the mountain.



7

The Nacoochee School's historical center.  Here we learned the history of the school.  The building served as the 
residence of the headmaster in earlier days.

Fording a stream on dirt mountain roads.  The streams 
were numerous all along the drive Sunday.  Trout fish-
ing in Dillard, Georgia has to be outstanding with all 
those streams!

Liz's 1931 Pickup sported a new "Georgia" tag topper 
for the tour.
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Treasurers Report 08/12/2018 
Club Bank Balance 06/28/2018 ..................................$2308.88 
No deposits or expenses this month 
Club Balance 07/30/2018$ 2308.88   
 

MINUTES OF THE WEST GEORGIA 
AACA CAR CLUB MEETING   9/6/2018

President Johnny Waters called the meeting to order at 
7:00 pm.  He introduced our two guests, Raylene and 
Victor Carroll. 
Johnny discussed briefly his recent trip to Mongolia 
and how the people there drive on the right side of the 
road but seem to purchase a lot of right-hand used 
Priuses from Japan. The cars are very popular with the 
Mongolians and appear to be rugged since they drive 
on gravel/dirt roads.
Gary Moyses gave the Treasurer’s Report and 
reported a current balance in our treasury of 
$2,308.88.  There have been no recent expenses.
Old Business
There was no old business.
New Business
Rick announced that our club Christmas Party will 
be held at the Horne’s home in Carrollton and we will 
select a date later.
The Tri-Club Picnic is set for November 17th from 11 
am to 3 pm and is hosted by the LaGrange AACA.  
We will let members know more details later.  The 
Cheaha Club has not been very active of late and we 
should consider bringing the Golden City Cruisers into 
our annual rotating picnic group.  We will discuss this 
opportunity later.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:15 pm.
David Campbell presented a program incorporating 
drone footage called “356 Story” about the family 
Porsche and how it was passed down from his Dad, 
Frank.   
Glenn Novak presented a slide show with highlights 
of a visit to the Gilmore Museum in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. This trip was recently taken by the 
Hearnburgs, Hornes and Novaks.
Submitted by Debbie Novak, Secretary

MINUTES OF THE WEST GEORGIA 
AACA CAR CLUB MEETING   8/2/2018 

Called to order: 7:15PM by V.P.  Rick Horne. 
Old Business
Minutes approved for not available from 07/05 
meeting. 
Treasurer’s report has a current balance of 
$2308.88 with no activity for last month. 
The club should have approximately $1800 for 
charitable donations at end of year. 
New Business 
No new business was discussed at this meeting 
Adjourn 7:25PM 
Program:  Slide and Video presentation by John 
Heilman covering his history with sports and 
performance cars.  A GoPro video of several laps 
of Barber Motorsports Park track in his Corvette 
race car. 
Submitted by Debbie Novak, Secretary
 
 


