
Meeting - February 7, 2019

The West Georgia Chapter of the Antique Car Club of America meets the first Thursday of
every month at the American Pie Pizzaria in Carrollton, Georgia. Members and guests usually
arrive between 6:00 PM and 6:30 for food and fellowship with the meeting starting about
7:00 PM. A short business meeting usually preceeds the program of the month. Antique car
enthusiasts are welcome to join us either as guests or by becoming members. See our website
(http://westgeorgiaaaca.org)

Program for this Meeting
Recipients of our Charitable Donations

Each June, the West Georgia Chapter of the AACA sponsors a vintage car show. The proceeds are
used to make donations to local charities recommended and approved by club members.
Historically we have nominated charities after the car show at the end of the year. This year we
plan to nominate charities before the car show. Be thinking about nominations, which will be
an action item for the club in the near future. Last year we awarded $1000 each to KidsPeace and
The Rapha Clinic. We are delighted that representatives from both groups will be present to tell
club members about their activities. The following quotes are from our email communications:

”On behalf of KidsPeace Georgia and the children we are
privileged to serve, thank you for your kind and generous donation.
We would welcome an opportunity to attend one of your monthly
meeting and share more about KidsPeace Georgia, our work and
mission of giving Hope, Help and Healing to some of Georgia’s most

vulnerable youth and their families. If you would prefer, we would be excited to meet at the
KidsPeace Georgia campus and provide a tour of our facility. Again, thank you for your generous
gift which is most needed."

”Thank you so much for your donation! We have recently set
up a new goal for individuals, clubs and businesses to donate 1000
or more to cover the healthcare (both medical and dental) costs
for two neighbors for one year. When I opened up the mail there
your check was and it encouraged us to get the word out. We had
just said the first 100 to do so will be in our inaugural list and on

prominent location to thank the donors so you will be listed unless you want more anonymity.
Your donation made it available for two more neighbors to receive the care for this year. "



Message from the President
Johnny Waters

What happened to my dipstick?

We collect antique cars for a
variety of reasons - brand loyalty, preference for
cars from a time period or country, fascination
with a particular style (truck, sportscar) or
a myriad of other reasons. Whatever the reason
antique cars are collected, they are a storehouse
of information on innovation through time
(http://www.greatachievements.org/?id=3880)
in body styling, mechanical innovations,
aerodynamics. We recognize some cars as being
enormously innovative one way or another and
thus desirable whether common (mustang) or

rare (Ford GT 40). Some cars are recognized as highly innovative even though they were not
commercial successes (Tucker). While some innovations are historically significant, other
innovations have fallen by the wayside although they remain desirable as collectibles (amphibious
cars). Some antique cars are recognized (by enthusiasts at least) as being innovative even if they
suffered in the contemporaneous court of public opinion (Corvair, Vega). Some cars were probably
just hopeless (Yugo).

Today, I am not thinking about innovation in the past, but am thinking about current innovation
and wondering how these innovations will stand the test of time. Modern cars are mechanically
much more reliable and energy efficient than they were 20, 30 or 40 years ago. Tire technology is
much better. Paint technology is superior.

One major thrust in innovation today is computerization, not just of the engine and other
mechanical systems, but proximity sensors to aid drivers in visualizing their surroundings.
Although the ultimate wisdom of the sensors in facilitating autonomous vehicles is debatable, they
do warn drivers of cars in blind spots. There is nothing bad about that. As with any innovation,
one wonders if the process occasionally goes overboard and one worries about long term
reliability given that these systems are electrical and electronic.

And that brings me to my recent discovery with my newish car. Last week Barbara and I were
headed off on our first road trip in many years. Unlike Paul, we were not brave enough to take a
50 year old car on the road trip. We were driving a new to us 2017 car. Before we left, I took the
usual precautions. I checked the tire pressure (and calibrated the tire sensors). I filled the car with
gas and made sure I actually screwed the gas cap tightly in place. In the past, leaving the gas cap
off either meant a trip to the auto parts store when the cap fell off the roof as one left the gas
station or a moment of embarrassment when one saw the dangling cap at the next stop. Today, a
loose gas cap can play havoc with various engine sensors that can be non-trivial to correct.

Finally I went to check the oil but couldn’t find the dipstick. I had just discovered a feature of my
e-engine automobile. It has an electronic oil sensor instead of a dipstick. I had to use the
infotainment center to check the oil but it took 30 minutes and three youtube videos to figure out
how to do it. Maybe this is a better way to monitor oil levels, but at the moment it seems overly
complicated and subject to failure. It’s hard to tell whether I am a Luddite or whether this system
is a ”feature" that fails the KISS (Keep it Simple Stupid) imperative. In 30 years some future
member of the WGAACA will be able to tell us.



Minutes of the Last Meeting
Debbie Novak, Secretary

West Georgia AACA Car Club Meeting
1/10/2019

President Johnny Waters called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Our newest members, Victor and
Raylene, were in attendance, as well as Sherry Beggs, wife of member Paul Beggs.

A copy of the November 2018 meeting minutes had been distributed earlier by email and were
approved by voice vote.

Gary Moyses gave the Treasurer’s Report and reported a current balance in our treasury of
$1,747.88. One of the two $1,000 checks we wrote to charities had not been cashed yet and our
balance will be reduced to $747.88 when it is cashed.

Johnny reminded members that the Club decided that we will choose our charities early in the
year, rather than at year’s end. He asked members to begin thinking of charities to propose to the
group. We need to make a decision by February or March.

Old Business

Johnny discussed the current situation regarding our 2018 charities. He said that he was unable to
personally meet with representatives of either Kids Peace or the Rapha Clinic to give them the
checks and get photos taken. He could not even reach the Rapha Clinic by phone. So, he mailed
the checks with notes explaining whom they were from and who we are as a club. Johnny heard
back from Kids Peace, but has heard nothing back from the Rapha Clinic and the check was not
cashed either. John Heilman volunteered to contact some Dentists he knows who work with the
Clinic to see if they can provide us a person and phone number to make contact.

New Business

Rick is working on a date in February for the club to do our first Garage Hop of the year. We hope
to visit the collection of Jim Gebhardt who is the President of the Vintage Chevrolet Club of
America.

Johnny led a discussion about possible places we as a club might want to visit this year on tours.
Members presented their ideas which included the Little White House; Historic Westville and the
National Civil War Naval Museum both in Columbus, GA; the Berman Museum and Longleaf
Garden both in Anniston, AL; Fiddler’s Green in Jacksonville, AL, Senoia- Movie Tour; Providence
Canyon in Lumpkin, GA; Cloudland Canyon in Rising Fawn, GA; and Hills and Dales in LaGrange;
We will try to select one or two in the near future and make some concrete plans regarding the
date and time.

Our next club meeting will be on February 7, 2019.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 pm

The program for the evening ”Ultimate Driving Tour 2018" was presented by Paul Beggs. He
showed video and photographs documenting the experiences he and his wife Sherry had on their
Fall 2018 trip out West traveling over 5000 miles in their 1963 Porsche with fellow members of
the Porsche 356 Registry.

Submitted by Debbie Novak, Secretary



Treasurer’s Report
Gary Moyses, Treasurer

01/25/2019

Item Date Deposit Check Balance
Club Bank Balance 1 01/01/2018 $ 2308.88
Deposit (Jim Nichols) honor** 11/09/2018 $ 209.00
Charity check to Rapha Clinic 12/11/2018 ($1000)
Charity check to KidsPeace 12/11/2018 ($1000)
15 Member dues deposited 01/25/2019 $ 225.00 +$5.00
Club Balance 01/25/2019 $ 747.88

Treasurer’s Notes

I received an envelope from Rick Horne in October, saying it was from Jim Nichols and for the
club, that it was for using his Model A in a wedding. Looking inside I saw cash of $9. I came to the
club meeting on November 1 and asked Jim about the money in the envelope before announcing
what the club had received. Jim told me there was also a check in the envelope I had not seen. I
could only tell the members we had received a donation (non-specific).

Checking the envelope I found an envelope within the envelope with a check for $200 made out to
WGR AACA. This is the largest gift to our club that I can remember and all due to Jim Nichols
offering the use of his Model A to a wedding party.

My deepest apologies to Jim that I was not prepared to make the announcement at the November
meeting.

Members who have not paid their local $15.00 dues can do so at the February meeting or by check
payable to: WGR AACA and mail to:
Gary Moyses
203 Scenic View Lane
Carrolton, GA 30116
Gary Moyses Treasurer



Garage Hop
From the VP for Keeping Things Moving

Our next Garage Hop is scheduled for
Saturday morning February 16th. We’ll head to
Roswell, Georgia not New Mexico. Jim Gebhardt
will be our host. Jim is the current President
of the Vintage Chevrolet Club of America. We’ll
stop at Jim’s collector car business, California
Car Company, and then move a few blocks to his
body and restoration shop called Express Auto
Body Service. Between the two facilities we’ll see
about 45 cars of every conceivable brand, foreign
and domestic. Our northbound train will leave
at 8 to 8:15 AM on the 16th. We’ll find a good
rendezvous spot for leaving and pass that along.

Caption Needed
Bring suggestions to the Meeting

Figure 1. Your caption here



1/27/2019 AACA Winter Meet - Ocala, Florida - Deadline 2/1/19
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Join us in 

 Ocala, Florida
for the

 2019 Winter 
National Meet
February 2123

 

Hurry!!
Registration
Deadline: 

 

February 1, 2019

Please help us make this AACA National Meet a success!!
 

Start Thursday with an Ice Cream Social at the 
National Parts Depot Car Collection.

  
Friday Tour the Gypsy Gold Farm

 Caravan or carpool to the Gypsy Gold Farm in Ocala for a 2hour tour of the
farm with lecture by the owner and staff of these unusual and beautiful 

Gypsy Vanner Horses that were originally bred in England to pull 
Gypsy Caravan Wagons during the 19th century.

 
OR
 

Friday Tour the Silver Springs State Park
 Roundtrip bus transportation to the famous Silver Springs State Park just

outside Ocala affords a look at a 200acre park that was one of the 
main tourist attractions in Florida before Disney arrived.

 
Saturday is the Winter Meet at the College of Central Florida, Ocala, FL.

 
Click here to view the meet brochure.

 
The host hotel is sold out, but the Courtyard by Marriott, 3712 SW 38th Ave,
Ocala, FL 34474, has rooms available with a special rate for AACA members. 

Please call 3522378000 and mention AACA. 


